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ABSTRACT  
This project examines the two significant time periods regarding piracy; The Golden Age and the 
current condition in Somalia. In these two periods, we are going to discover similarities and 
differences, but most importantly, we will gain knowledge on how piracy has a societal influence 
during these two periods. Nowadays, pirates in The Golden Age are perceived as heroes and 
rightly so; at the time, some of them were even honored for their work at sea. Furthermore, there 
existed different sorts of pirates – we want to clarify the differences and characteristics for each 
sort of pirate. The project looks at the key figures during The Golden Age and how they influenced 
piracy in relation to their line of work. This includes a central governmental aspect as piracy is 
highly akin to the government – not just during The Golden Age, but indeed in Somalia nowadays 
as well. In addition to this, the project covers several aspects of life in Somalia. It is necessary to 
investigate how the society, and country in general, is affected by the condition of the government 
– and how this has helped piracy become a major issue globally. Moreover, the environmental and 
financial aspect of the society is significant in order to understand the life with and the 
development of piracy. 
For the purpose of this project, we have used endnotes as our reference method. When we use a 
reference during the project, an endnote (in roman numbers) is used and can be seen at the end 
of our reference list. 
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Which social conditions led to piracy in its Golden Age and the current Somali situation, and how 
has it impacted society throughout these times? 
 
1. Introduction of piracy and the Golden Age era 
 
1.1 Introduction, definition of piracy terms and timeline 
To answer upcoming questions of pirates there must first be a determination describing what a 
pirate actually is. Defining a pirate or piracy in itself can be a tough task, seeing as the concept can 
take so many shapes and forms. This project focuses on “The Golden Age of Piracy” and the 
traditional meaning of the word, therefore taking distance from terms such as digitalized piracy. A 
case could be made that pirates of the Golden Age were just people who robbed at sea, 
disobeying the relatively limited number of laws that applied to the open water. Yet to find a 
sufficient definition a little more precision will have to be applied. Just because the main concept 
of an act is the same, the period, location or social setting can cause the naming of that act to be 
different depending on those various factors. Meaning that we have one word for people who 
robbed at sea and ravage villages on shores, but depending on when and where this was done, or 
where the people doing it hail from, the word for those responsible might vary. Therefore we have 
the one word to cover the different forms going all the way back prior to Christ’s birth; a pirate. 
Furthermore, we aim to explore the ongoing situation regarding pirates in Somalia. Modern piracy 
is considered to be a global problem, when the perception of The Golden Age in literature and 
movies seems to be glorifying this time period. In this project, we want to investigate the 
similarities and differences when analyzing and discussing The Golden Age and piracy nowadays in 
Somalia. We know that pirates in the past have had certain motives and the government had their 
own purposes for what is and was known as piracy. But to which extend can this phenomenon be 
held up against the situation regarding modern piracy? To answer these questions, we have to 
examine various aspects of life and history in Somalia. In order to collect knowledge, it is vital for 
us to look at the historical, governmental and societal aspect regarding the development of 
Somalia. 
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Throughout history there has, as mentioned above, been different types of pirates. We have used 
the definition of the oxford dictionary and elaborated on themi.  The following list will distinguish 
said types. 
Privateers 
Oxford: "An armed ship owned and crewed by private individuals holding a government 
commission and authorized for use in war, especially in the capture of merchant shipping". 
Building ships and equipping them with the necessary firepower could take years back in the day, 
so when a sudden war or race to set up colonies in the new world emerged and governments did 
not have an entire navy and army ready to move at the go-ahead, like they do nowadays. They 
turned to the already existing ships and their crews to get around these problems. They were 
hired as privateers and authorized by governments to attack enemy ships and capture whatever 
goods on deck. Privateers have to keep all loot from the cargo except for the governments cut 
(which was usually 10 percent), making merchant vessels the preferred target to attack. 
Privateering gave birth to a number of famous pirates who also became national heroes. Although 
it could be a dangerous line of work, it was extremely profitable. The names of those pirates will 
be mentioned later on in the project. 
Pirates 
Oxford: "A person who attacks and robs ships at sea" 
Privateers for the English nation were pirates to the French and the Spanish and vice versa. There 
is a thin line between being a pirate and a privateer, and as mentioned above they are sometimes 
two words for the same thing. When privateers were having trouble finding ships of opposing 
nations to attack, they would resort to pirating ships from nations. Since they were allowed to 
attack specific nations’ vessels by their government, attacking a ship outside of these agreements 
would make them pirates. As mentioned, many famous pirates ventured this path. This being said, 
it is not as if being a privateer was a prerequisite for being a pirate; one would not have to be a 
privateer first to become a pirate. Many turned to pirating to escape their current lives and many 
chose this path for a variety of other reasons such as personal wealth or search for independence. 
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Corsairs 
Oxford: "A privateer, especially one operating along the southern shore of the Mediterranean in 
the 16th-18th centuries" 
This is the word for pirates operating in the Mediterranean Sea, located along the coast of 
northern Africa. Like the privateers, these pirates were authorized by their local governments and 
had an important impact on those seas, demanding ransoms from ships to spare their shipping. 
Buccaneers 
Oxford: "A pirate, originally one operating in the Caribbean" 
Contrary to the other three types of pirates who operated from and on water, the buccaneers 
were land-based. During the Golden Age of Piracy, slavery was a present factor. In Europe, most of 
its nation enslaved their own lower class and sent them to plantations along the Caribbean. The 
incentive to escape from these plantations was high and the alternative, if one managed to escape 
was to live on unpopulated islands scattered across the Caribbean. The escaped slaves would band 
together living off the nutrients the islands could provide. The name “buccaneer” derived from the 
native’s main source of food which was smoked meat or as the natives called it “buccon”. Building 
native style canoes often big enough to hold 20 – 30 people the buccaneers would attack just off 
the shore of the islands with little to lose. When succeeded to commandeer a ship, some would 
turn to water-based piracy. 
Conquistadors 
Oxford: "A conqueror, especially one of the Spanish conquerors of Mexico and Peru in the 16th 
century." 
Conquistadors were Spanish soldiers who dominated the Elizabethan Age of Exploration in the 
16th century, more specifically 1558-1603. The word ‘conquistador’ in Spanish means conqueror. 
Their main accomplishments were to gain the nation of Spain power and wealth through their 
expeditions to The New World and acquiring monopoly on most of the Eastern spice trade. 
Herman Cortes was the most infamous of the conquistadors and asserted dominance through the 
power of his troops. 
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In addition to these four main types of pirates there are many more, originating from china and 
the Roman Empire, all of which will be included in the following timeline? 
Timeline of piracy 
“1400 to 1200 BC- “Sea People” raided the waters of Aegean and Mediterranean. This was the first 
reports of piracy and their focus was on Egypt but would later spread to the entire Mediterranean. 
• 13th century- Different advancements in naval technology enabled a rise of piracy. In addition 
several wars provided a window of opportunity in the Mediterranean and Northeast parts of 
Atlantic. 
• 1300- Waters of English Chanel started being defended from pirate attacks by the organized 
fleets of Cinque Ports. 
• 16th century- Discovery of sea routes to India and New World enabled pirates to start preying on 
the new set of rich shipping lines. 
• 1550s- Spanish treasure ships became prime targets for the piracy. 
• 1557- Queen Elizabeth started openly recruiting privateers for her fight against the Spain. 
• 1579-1596- Active career of the famous English privateer Sir Francis Drake. 
• 1623-1638- Caribbean becomes prime hunting ground for piracy, with over 500 Spanish and 
Portuguese ships being captured in this time period. 
• 1650 to 1680s- The first stage of the "Golden Age of Piracy". Anglo-French buccaneers regularly 
attacked Spanish shipping lanes and ports. 
• 1690s- The second stage of "Golden Age of Piracy", when the pirates based in Caribbean started 
performing "Pirate Round" by sailing to the Indian and Red sea to rob the traders that carried 
immense riches from the India to the Middle East and Europe. 
• 1701- This year was marked by the very famous public trial and execution of Scottish pirate 
William Kidd.  
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• 1716 to 1730- The last third stage of "Golden Age of Piracy", in which large scores of 
unemployed privateers went to Caribbean and created pirate heaven. This period gave birth of 
some of the most famous pirates that are remembered today. 
• 1718- Glorious death in battle of one of the most famous pirates of all time - Blackbeard. 
• 1720- Crew of pirate Captain Jack Rackham became captured by the English. Among them were 
two famous female pirates Anne Bonny and Mary Read. 
• 1722- Death of one of the most successful pirates of all time - Bartholomew Roberts. His death 
marked the point in which piracy started to decline. 
• 1724- Book named "A General History of the Pyrates" became the first one to give detailed 
accounts of all major pirate captains of the age, and was the foundation for popularization and 
idolization of the pirate lifestyle in the following centuries. 
• 1820- British and American military fleets eliminated piracy in the Central American waters. 
• 2005- Somali Civil War brought the rise of the pirates that started organized raids on one of the 
busiest shipping lanes that transports the goods from the Suez Canal to India. 
• 2005 to present time- Somali pirates continue to operate in the waters around their country” 
Now, having discussed the history and some of the types of piracy in the Golden Age, the term 
piracy stands out a little clearer. The Oxford Dictionary defines a pirate as ”A person who attacks 
and robs ships at sea”. It is a word that fit the description of the people ravaging the high seas in 
the golden age and seeing as we are looking at the word in the literal sense, a definition like this 
will suffice. 
According to History.org, three out of the ten most famous pirates ever did NOT hail from Great 
Britain. However, the most known pirates to us, in the west may not be the most known pirates to 
people in the east. Although a lot of manga and anime portrays the English ones and characters in 
various movies are based on them, there are a lot of other pirates not native to England who was 
equally as impactful. Nevertheless, the fame part of it is interesting. If assumed that ‘English 
pirates’ are indeed more famous than pirates from other nations, there must be a reason. It is 
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here that the perception of piracy comes into play and the accountings for historical actions will 
be analyzed. 
1.2 Key persons of piracy in the golden age 1650-1730 
Bartholomew Roberts, whose real name was John Roberts was a Welsh pirate, known as Black 
Bart. He was born in South Wales in 1682 and died in 1722, where his most active years were in 
1719-1722. He had a brief career, but he has been recognized as one of the most successful 
pirates, because of his staggering amount of more than 400 ships robbed, and the areas in which 
he robbed in were the Atlantic, the Caribbean and in Africa. He has been described as a very well 
dressed man, and he was even well dressed in battles. He used to wear ‘’A rich damask waistcoat 
and breeches, a red feather in his cap, a gold chain round his neck with a large diamond cross 
dangling from it, a sword is his hand, and two pairs of pistols hanging at the end of a silk sling 
flung over his shoulders”ii 
The names and types of ships he commanded: Rover – Merchant, Sea King – Brigantine, Royal 
Fortune – Brigantine, Royal Fortune – Sloop, Royal Fortune – Frigateiii. He was a very strict and 
disciplinary man, and he had a number of rules on board of his ships: No gambling, no women, all 
duels between his men would be settled on land, he would have no fighting among the crew on 
board of his ship. 
Since his youth he had been on many ships, because he prepared for a life at sea, where while 
working on a British Slaver called ‘’Princess’’, he was captured and enslaved by a pirate captain 
named Howell Davis. The pirate crew forced him to join them as a pirate. Howell Davis and some 
of the pirates on the ship were killed in an ambush in June 1719 where the crew elected Roberts 
as their new captain. He started calling himself Bartholomew Roberts, and his pirate career began. 
He had once been roughly handled by a ship from Barbados and of some inhabitants of Martinica, 
so when he designed the new flag for his ships, he portrayed a huge figure of himself on it 
standing with a sword in one hand upon two skulls, and under these were the letters A.B.H and 
A.M.H which signified a Barbadian’s and a Martinican’s head. 
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In the bay of Bahia a fleet of forty two Portuguese ships were set to sail for Lisbon, but with 
amazing boldness Bartholomew Roberts found the deepest and slowest ship of them all, which he 
attacked and boarded, and he sailed away with a price containing 40.000 moidors, which were 
Portuguese coins, and a cross of diamonds designed for the King of Portugal. He then moved on to 
the American colonies where the harbor of Newfoundland was destroyed in a very short amount 
of time, and his crew and him burned over 20 captured ships, except for a French ship which had 
26 cannons named Royal Fortune. After that he named all his flagships Royal Fortune throughout 
his career. Roberts assembled an entire fleet around him as they continued their plundering of the 
American coast until they reached the Caribbean in the summer of 1720. Bartholomew Roberts’s 
reputation grew largely after he plundered 15 English and 15 French ships in the West Indies, 
where the biggest prize this time was a Dutch ship containing 42 cannons, and his fleet continued 
their plundering. In 1721, the fleet sailed to Africa where their plundering took place in Nigeria 
and Liberia where they boarded the Royal African ship the Onslow. 
On the 10th of February in 1722, Captain Challenger Ogle was hired by the British government, 
with the mission to capture Roberts and his warship called the Swallow. He chased Roberts from 
the Caribbean and caught up with him and his crew at Parrot Island. Bartholomew Roberts was 
having breakfast when he heard the alarm for an attack, he cut his rope for the anchor and sailed 
out, but most of his crew was drunk, so they could not make a good enough resistance to win the 
battle resulting in Bartholomew Roberts being  hit by a grapeshot early within the battle from 
which he died immediately. It is said that the golden age and era of piracy ended with his death. 
He had a motto: ‘’A short life and a merry one’’. 
Francis Drake was an English sailor and navigator born in Tavistock, Devon in 1540. He is 
remembered for being the first English sailor, recognized as privateer by the English government, 
to circumnavigate the globe and for having the control of the first slave deportations to the ''New 
World''. During his voyages from England to the ''New World'', he often encountered Spanish ships 
and after a severe defeat, they became his main enemy. The Spanish sailors attacked Francis 
Drake and his ships with the objective of neutralizing Drakes’ missions in the area. It is exactly 
from here that Francis Drake started to be considered by Spain as a pirate. 
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In 1572, Francis Drake came up with a brilliant plan against Spain and its Caribbean port “Nombre 
De Dios” which ended perfectly, as he returned to his country a hero in the eyes of the people and 
especially Queen Elizabeth I, after amassing tons of silver and gold. His expeditions did not stop 
and he went further and further reaching the Pacific and navigating through Celebes and Java 
(close to today’s Indonesia) and then Cape of Good Hope. Once again, he returned to England with 
a great cargo of spices and treasures from the Spanish ports that he attacked. The flag on his ship, 
first known as the Pelican and renamed the Golden Hind during is voyage, became an important 
symbol. Only seven months later, he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth I on his ship. 
Two years after his attack on the Spanish cities on Florida coasts in 1585, war against Spain 
became unescapable. Francis Drake was able to reject 30 Spanish ships ready to attack England 
and finally, defeated the Spanish Armada in 1588. In 1596, the famous pirate died of dysentery 
during his last expedition in Portobelo, Panama, leaving a historical legacy on the privateers and 
naval history of England. 
Henry Morgan was born in approximately 1635, and died 25th of August in 1688. He is considered 
as one of the most successful pirates along with Bartholomew Roberts, Sir Francis Drake and 
Captain Blackbeard. There exist two different stories about how his career as a privateer started, 
according to one story he traveled to Barbados as a servant and joined the expedition of General 
Robert Venables and Admiral William Penn in 1655. The other story claims that he was recruited 
by the Venalbes – Penn expedition in Plymouth in 1654. Both expeditions’ goals were to conquer 
and take Jamaica from Spain, so Britain could become even more powerful. Henry Morgan was a 
part of the successful attempt on the 10th of May 1655. In 1660 Henry Morgan joined the fleet of 
the buccaneers, who were employed by the English to attack Spanish settlements, so he became a 
privateer. In the fleet, he served Captain Christopher Myngs, who was a captain in the English 
Royal navy and one of the first to enlist buccaneering raids. In the period of 1662-1663, Morgan 
took part in Myngs successful plundering of Santiago de Cuba, and Campeche in Mexico. 
Afterwards he joined Captain John Morris who was an English privateer and was involved in raids 
against Mexico and Nicaragua whose fleet of three other ships, where Morgan took part in the 
plundering of the provincial capital of Villahermosa, where they captured two Spanish ships and 
sailed to Trujillo and Granada which they plundered, before returning to Port Royal in Jamaica in 
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1665. The English governor of Jamaica Thomas Modyford began sponsoring Henry Morgan after 
he was elected new captain, because of John Morris’ death. In 1667 Modyford, wanted Morgan to 
free a number of English prisoners who were held captured in Puerto Principe in Cuba, which was 
a Spanish colony, so therefore he gave him ten ships and 500 men. Morgan and his men sacked 
the city and released the prisoners before sailing towards Panama where they conquered the city 
Puerto Bello. After defeating a Spanish counterattack, he agreed to leave the town after receiving 
a large amount of ransom, and he returned as a hero and his actions were recognized by 
Modyford. 
In 1670, he was instated commander in chief of all the warships in Jamaica, and was given 
commission by Modyford to go to war against the Spanish. He did that by sailing south in 1670, 
where he recaptured the island of Santa Catalina on December 15th and already twelve days later 
he took command of Chagres Castle in Panama. Afterwards Morgan sailed up the Chagres River 
with 100 men, and approached the city of Panama on January 18th in 1671, where he split his men 
into two groups, and ordered one of the groups to march through a forest which was placed 
nearby the city to make an ambush, while the other advanced on the front of the city. They won 
the battle and conquered the city of Panama, but under his return to Chagres, he found out that 
peace had been declared between Spain and England. Because of that, orders had been issued for 
his arrest, and Modyford was no longer a governor of Jamaica. He protected Morgan, but without 
Modyford’s protection, Morgan could now be prosecuted. He was captured on August the 4th 
1672, and was transported to England. At his trial, he proved that he did not know about the 
treaty before entering Panama City, and was released. In 1674 Morgan was knighted by King 
Charles and sent back to Jamaica as lieutenant governor, where he managed to strengthen 
Jamaica’s defense, and also developing his sugar plantations. He retired because of a longer period 
of bad health, and died on the 25th of August in 1688. 
Francis Drake and Henry Morgan were both privateers hired by the English crown, with the goal of 
expanding and strengthen the country. Many historians have said that Morgan was England’s 
second Drake, because they shared many of the same goals. Drake’s main goal and the reason why 
the English crown hired him, was to bring down Spain, where Morgan’s goal was to keep them 
down. Their role was no doubt to annihilate England’s biggest competition, which was Spain, at 
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any cost. Where Drake served England in a period where the Spanish empire was at its highest, 
Morgan served England in a down going period for the Spanish, but they both managed to have a 
major impact on the future British Empire. Drake served the wishes and desires from Queen 
Elizabeth I, and Morgan served Governor Modyford of Jamaica and King Charles II. Both men 
served in different periods, but they had their own personal desires themselves, though very 
differen. Drake’s goals and desires were the development and movement from being a common 
man, to being a man of nobility and acceptance in the higher class of society. In 1576, a secret 
meeting was arranged between the Queen and Francis Drake, where he was assigned a mission, 
only a handful of people knew about, and those people were wealthy and helped finance the 
voyage. The goal was to find a new path to the East Indies (today’s China and oriental Asia), 
because the normal routes were already blocked and controlled by Spain and Portugal. 5 ships and 
about 160 men took off for what was thought as an expedition to Alexandria in Egypt. The Spanish 
did not expect any enemy ships in the area and were unprepared for battle - fleet attacked 
(Spanish galleon “Cacafuego”) and made it Drake’s most profitable capture, with a value said to be 
close to 28 tons of silver. After those pirate actions, he decided to get home to England by crossing 
the Pacific and the Indian Ocean (which were quite unknown parts of the world at the time) and 
arrived in Plymouth September 1580. That journey got him knighted by Queen Elizabeth 1st. For 
Morgan it was more greed that drove him, but it was more a way to get what he really desired, 
which was political power, and he reached that goal when he became the Governor of Jamaica as 
well. In 1667, Morgan and his men sailed towards Panama where they conquered the city Puerto 
Bello, and after defeating a Spanish counterattack, he agreed to leave the town after receiving a 
large amount of ransom, and he returned as a hero and his actions were recognized by Modyford. 
Many of the pirates who chose this path were no stranger to life at sea. For example, the 
navigational skills came very naturally since almost every pirate was an old seafarer. A lot of 
people simply joined the pirate ship that they were being boarded by to survive. Out of 700 
people, charged with piracy in 1600 and 1640, 73 % of them claimed to sailors. That number grew 
each year. This helps us understand why almost every pirate was an expert of the sea. 
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1.3 Hugo Grotius and the development of international laws 
The Dutch-Born philosopher was born in 1583 in Delft, Holland; Hugo Grotius was born into a 
wealthy and well-educated household. Already at a very young age, he started showing signs of 
higher intellect and was a student at the Faculty of Letter at the University of Leiden. As teenager, 
King Henry IV of France called him “the miracle of Holland”. Years later, after obtaining a degree in 
law, from the University of Orleans, Hugo Grotius established a law practice, this impressed Prince 
Maurice of Nassauiv, who later on gave him the position as Attorney General of Holland, Zeeland 
and West Friesland in 1607. Several years of being attorney general later, Grotius had established 
his position in the Dutch government and leadership. In 1613, he was appointed as the Pensioner 
of Rotterdam, which is equivalent to a governor in our days. The very same year of 1613, Grotius 
was summoned to solve a conflict, which arose between the Dutch and the English; it was conflict 
of disagreements regarding the freedom of the seas. In this case, the problem involved two Dutch 
vessels, whose containments were seized in English waters, after the vessels were caught 
trespassing near Greenland. Grotius argued that the English had no right to do so, as this action 
violated both international law, and natural law; this would later be lay the foundation and 
groundwork for the debate of international law, and display Hugo Grotius’ philosophical views, 
and standpoint. 
There are two kinds of laws in the world, one of them are made by congressmen, kings, shahs etc.; 
these are the political laws and are written by individuals, arbitrary and unpredictable because 
they are constantly evolving, changing and adapting. The other kind of law is very different and is 
called the natural law. According to Bill Whittle, an American conservative political commentator, 
this law is not written, it is revealed. Revealing natural law means writing down, in words, laws 
that already exist. These are laws which are laws of human nature, very basic rights. Looking into 
the American Declaration of Independence, we will see that The United States of America initially 
is founded on natural law. The Declaration of Independence deals with overthrowing the corrupt 
political laws of King George and evoking a higher set of laws, which cannot be touched. 
The most popular sentence in the Declaration of Independence, and one of the most important 
when talking about the issue of basic human rights would be: “We hold these truths to be self-
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evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” Breaking 
down the sentence, we can conclude some of things, which explain the way of natural law. “We 
hold these truths”, using the word “truths” instead beliefs, opinions or such a word, cements the 
following words to be fundamental realities of life and the world. 
This means that they can be understood by any person in any country and culture. They are “self-
evident” meaning that we did not need to write them down, because they were here before us, 
and are essentially obvious, which means that natural law is greatly focused on reason. “that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Right” explains that there certain rights 
which applies to every human being on the face of the earth, rights which are not created by man 
or governments, but by a power far greater than both of those. Here the implication of a celestial 
power is very evident, which shows that natural law is greatly affected by higher powers. This does 
not mean that it had to be God. It could have been justice, history or human evolution and it is 
beyond the reach of man. 
Grotius believed that every human on earth and every country had a right to the oceans of the 
world; this is what he called the natural law, in which we by nature have equal rights to. This form 
of law is a somewhat vague term. Grotius is known by many individuals in the fields of philosophy 
as “the father of natural law”v or at least the modern version of it, which differs from the 
traditional version of the law, in that it does not only point to the Bible and God. 
By the maritime expansions and development made in the 15th and 16th century, the world was 
now ready to be discovered by people who were brave enough to venture out on the open seas, 
for months and years, just to explorer what our planet had to offer. The Spaniards were some of 
the very first people to set sail west off its coast and into the Atlantic Ocean. Soon countries like 
the Netherlands, England, France and Portugal followed the competition of the maritime 
colonization. The Spaniards were the first to reach the shores of America. The Spaniards intended 
to monopolize the Americas, and soon naval warfare began between the Spanish empire and 
other empires that wanted a “piece of the cake”. Dutch, British and French seafarers received 
governmental authorization in the form of the “letters of Marque” to take part in naval warfare 
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against the Spanish empire at sea, in an act against the monopolization of the new land; these 
seafarers acted according to their national laws and government. Great wars were fought out at 
sea between the privateers from the different countries, and once the wars ended, these privateer 
ships were supposed to go another form of trade. However, most of them had no other legitimate 
trade to transfer to, so they carried on with what they had been doing for a long time, plundering, 
murdering and taking hostages; this gave life to piracy, as we know it. Following the example set 
by the privateers and the great wealth that they obtained, free sailing groups of people, often 
referred to as buccaneers or free boaters, followed the way of the pursuit for wealth. 
“Nam pirata non est ex perduellium numero definitus, sed communis hostis omnium; *** hoc nec 
fides debet nec ius iurandum esse commune."vi Or” “For a pirate is not included in the list of lawful 
enemies, but is the common enemy of all; among pirates and other men there ought to be neither 
mutual faith nor binding oath.” is how the Greek scholar and philosopher Marcus Tullius Cicero 
described the pirates around 50bc. What seems to infuriate Cicero and his peers is not the criminal 
behavior of the pirates, but that the hideous, criminal acts were committed at sea, on a realm, 
which is not the natural to human kind. It is in the moral code of seafarer’s that if another ship is in 
need of help, your own ship should provide the help necessary. Furthermore, it is even until this 
day stated in the International Maritime Organization conventions: SOLAS 1974, under Chapter V - 
Safety of navigation - Regulation 33 - Distress messages: obligations and procedures, that “1. The 
master of a ship at sea which is in a position to be able to provide assistance, on receiving a signal 
from any source that persons are in distress at sea, is bound to proceed with all speed to their 
assistance, if possible informing them or the search and rescue service that the ship is doing so. If 
the ship receiving the distress alert is unable or, in the special circumstances of the case, considers 
it unreasonable or unnecessary to proceed to their assistance, the master must enter in the log-
book the reason for failing to proceed to the assistance of the persons in distress, taking into 
account the recommendation of the Organization to inform the appropriate search and rescue 
service accordingly.vii” 
The roman scholars were infuriated with the fact that these outlaws at sea, who being criminals, 
could not be prosecuted as other national criminals. These outlaws did not abide by any nations 
rules or laws, they were lawless criminals only looking to represent themselves and wealth was 
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the goal. Cicero and other roman scholars agreed that these pirates were a threat against 
humanity. Therefore, they were the “Enemy of all”. 
In his depiction of the freedom of the seas Hugo Grotius, as a response to Spain monopolizing the 
entire trading route of the triangular trade, wrote the “Mare Liberum”. Hugo Grotius believed that 
all nations had equal right to the seas, and no one nation could claim, control and deny access to 
it. The book was at first published anonymously in 1608, but in 1868 it came to light, that the book 
was written by Hugo Groutius and Chapter XII of the treatise “De Jure Praedae” (Dutch: On the 
Law of Prize and Booty). The Jure Praedae is a comprehensive piece of literature that collects 
many of Grotius’ views on subjects such as freedom, war and commence. De Jure Praedae had a 
great impact on the foundation of international law. 
The Mare Liberum revolves around the Netherlands’ right to take part in the trade with the Far 
East, and they should be allowed to do so freely based on the foundations of very fundamental 
human laws, such as the right freely sail on the seas of the world. In Mare Liberum Grotius argues 
that the primary rule of the Law of Nations and a very self-evident one is “Every nation is free to 
travel to every other nation, and to trade with it.”viii This later had a great impact on the 
international laws of the sea, because the right of travelling in international waters, and the right 
of visit are basic rights in international sea laws. Under article 87 of the convention on The Law of 
the Sea, it is written that “The high seas are open to all States, whether coastal or land-locked. 
Freedom of the high seas is exercised under the conditions laid down by this Convention and by 
other rules of international law. It comprises, inter alia, both for coastal and land-locked States” 
ixunder this article the first paragraph is “Freedom of navigation”. This showcases the effect that 
Hugo Grotius has had on international law. 
Hugo Grotius is an important philosopher, because he laid the foundation of an open debate of 
natural law, that every human by birth and nature has equal right to the seas. Hugo Grotius being 
a very prominent figure in the fields of rationalism, law and theology, he often tried to incorporate 
God, and the perfect worldview into his works the equality of man was one of his key-issues. 
Though being a man of God he does state that God does not affect our position and right as 
humans’ existence or not, as it is natural. Through these natural rights, he conducted theories of 
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what international law should be. His most famous belief was that the ocean was under no one 
country, and every country had equal right to it, he saw the open seas as a place of commerce; 
this was a revolutionary idea against the monopolization of the “powerhouse” nations of Spain, 
England. 
"A man cannot govern a nation if he cannot govern a city; he cannot govern a city if he cannot 
govern a family; he cannot govern a family unless he can govern himself; and he cannot govern 
himself unless his passions are subject to reason”x This quote shows Hugo Grotius’ philosophical 
standpoint, from which he is seemingly a rationalist, as he believes in reason and logical 
equitation. He is a humanist and that is why the human position in the world is cemented in 
Grotius’ view, regardless of God existing or not. 
Also he gave his philosophical opinion, and view on the art of warfare. During political as well as 
social disputes in the 17th century Grotius began to write his own rendition of what laws of 
nations should have been. He saw the international laws as a matrix of mutual lawful restraints 
which would act as guidelines for warfare, commence, laws of the seas and more. The foundation 
of such rules would be based on natural law and custom or reason. Through his many books Hugo 
Grotius explained and gave his view on the different laws of the world, his most outstanding and 
important body of work is the book “Jure Belli as Pacis”xi, which also came to have a great 
influence on international law as we know it. There are many interesting things written in the Jure 
Belli as Pacis, but some are a little more relevant to the international laws stated by the United 
Nations. Under international law, two parameters matter when looking upon war; why you engage 
in war, and how you chose to engage in war. These two parts of the law are independent of each 
other, which mean that it is possible to either abide by all the laws in an unjust war or not abiding 
by any laws in a just war. In just and unjust war there are a few principles which need to be 
followed, in order to engage in war. Also regarding the laws of the seas has been one of Grotius’ 
great works. He was a man considered with natural law and reason, and his effect on international 
law shows it clearly. 
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1.4 Colonization of the Americas, historical and political context of the world during the Golden 
Age. 
Colonization started in the beginning of the 16th century. After the voyages of the Italian explorer 
Christopher Columbus on mission for the Spanish Crown in the western part of the world in what 
is today’s America, more and more expedition were sent to explore the new territories. Even 
though Vikings were the first outsiders to set foot on this part of the globe, at least of what is 
registered today, they did not choose to settle there, and only 5 centuries after, European 
countrymen took the sea in that direction. Spain and Portugal was already world leaders in 
exploration and naval power at the time, took the opportunity to settle on some part of the new 
world. Spain started to build towns and settlements all over today’s Caribbean and Central 
America (Cuba, Mexico…), while Portugal chose to settle in South America, in today’s Brazil. Those 
expeditions are well known today, as they are incarnated by the famous conquistador Hernán 
Cortès, whom lead the expedition that destroyed the Aztec empire in Mexico. The quick 
colonization from these countries resulted in Spain and Portugal having the biggest empires in the 
world and they were able to use it and amass valuables and gold from the indigenous populations 
and the mines all over the continent. 
On the other hand, France and England, the two other powerful countries in Europe at the time, 
decided to react to these discoveries by sending expeditions of their own. France’s famous 
navigator Jacques Cartier was send by the King Francis 1st of France in 1534 to discover a new 
easy passage to the East Indies and China by going West instead of taking the route south of 
Africa. He instead discovered a land he later named Canada, locating the Gulf of Saint Lawrence 
and the Saint Lawrence River. Certain he found a new Asian land, he was sent back to these lands 
a few more times in order to start a new French land, which was later baptized New France. It 
consisted of Quebec and parts of Canada, and Louisiana. However, the settled late in those 
territories and was not very coordinated or determined, and it resulted in France having very little 
influence in the West Indies. 
England also started to colonize late, and only claimed the land of what was call “British America” 
and were consisted of parts of Canada all along the East coast of today’s United States to Florida, 
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taken from Spain. But this process only started in the beginning of the 17th century, 
approximately 100 years after the Spanish colonization spree. Nevertheless, once they took 
position of these lands, they quickly developed a strong new territory capable of competing 
against the Spanish influence in the West Indies. 
A lot of political changes occurred in the 17th century Europe. We have decided to cover a few 
countries in that time span, but will focus on Spain and England, as they are the most influential in 
the Caribbean and were the two most powerful countries in the world at the time. 
At the beginning of the 17th century, we witnessed the rise of a newborn independent state, the 
Dutch Republic, previously under the ruling of the Spanish empire. A strong agriculture and naval 
capacities to export in Europe and import from the East Indies, the newfound Republic quickly 
developed a strong economy (exemplified by their tulips, their trademark product) and were able 
to fight off the Spanish influence. Their relative small size limited their influence but thanks to two 
factors, they were able to have an influence on the world at the time. They possessed advance 
technologies in the naval industry, with their “fluyts” being one of the most efficient and searched 
for type of vessels, as France, Sweden and Denmark had some of their warships built there. Hugo 
Grotius, who was a pioneer in international laws, and used his philosophy about natural rights to 
write the first international sea laws, can also illustrate their development and the rise of the 
Dutch Republic in the 17th century. 
This century was also the progressive rise of France, whom started to build a strong empire in 
Europe with their longtime king, Louis XIV (1638-1715). Even though they started settlement in 
the northern part of America, their involvement in this region was minimal, until Samuel de 
Champlain (1570-1635) founded Quebec City and slowly developed the New France, a territory 
that would include the eastern part of today’s Canada, the Great Lakes region and Louisiana, 
named after the king mentioned previously. The progressive settlement was not a major success, 
as France was more interested in the country itself rather than expanding their power on the 
other side of the globe, and therefore, remained a non-factor in the Caribbean and the West 
Indies trade system. 
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The main actors in the expansion of the West Indies were England and Spain. The latter is 
considered as the empire with the greatest power and influence, thanks to its colonized territories 
in the first part of the 16th century, and the quick settlement in those new areas. Their 
possessions included Mexico and Central America, Cuba, Jamaica, Peru, Chile to mention a few, 
and they were able to quickly use the resources at their disposal (gold, sugar, cotton…) and 
organize trade routes to develop into an economic world leader. However, to control such an 
empire with competitors such as England and the Dutch was a tough task. They lost great numbers 
of merchandise due to English privateers (such as Henry Morgan) and the Dutch navy and started 
to lose some territories such as Jamaica, conquered by England in 1654, and later Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic to France in 1697. At home in Europe, they struggled too, as the Dutch quickly 
rebelled and had its independent Republic was recognized in 1648, and they lost several battles 
and regions such as the Franche-Comté and Roussillon to France, as well as Italian provinces and 
Kingdoms like Naples, Milan and Cerdagne.  
Their relatively small size limited their influence, but thanks to two factors, they were able to have 
an influence on the world at the time. They possessed advance technologies in the naval industry 
with their “fluyts” being one of the most efficient type of vessels, as France, Sweden and Denmark 
had some of their warships built there. Hugo Grotius, who was a pioneer in international laws and 
used his philosophy about natural rights to write the first international sea laws, can also illustrate 
their development and the rise of the Dutch Republic in the 17th century.  
This century was also the progressive rise of France, whom started to build a strong empire in 
Europe with their longtime king, Louis XIV (1638-1715). Even though they started settlement in 
the northern part of America, their involvement in this region was minimal until Samuel de 
Champlain (1570-1635) founded Quebec City and slowly developed the New France; a territory 
that would include the eastern part of today’s Canada, the Great Lakes region and Louisiana, 
named after the king mentioned previously. The progressive settlement was not a major success, 
as France was more interested in the country itself rather than expand their power on the other 
side of the globe. Therefore, they remained a quite non-factor in the Caribbean and the West 
Indies trade system.  
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The main actors in the expansion of the West Indies were England and Spain. The latter is 
considered as the empire with the greatest power and influence, thanks to its colonized territories 
in the first part of the 16th century, and the quick settlement in those new areas. Their 
possessions included Mexico and Central America, Cuba, Jamaica, Peru, Chile to mention a few, 
and they were able to quickly use the resources at their disposal (gold, sugar, cotton…) and 
organize trade routes to develop into an economic world leader. However, to control such an 
empire with competitors like England and the Dutch was a tough task. They lost great numbers of 
merchandise due to English privateers (for instance Henry Morgan) and the Dutch navy and 
started to lose some territories such as Jamaica – conquered by England in 1654 – and later Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic to France in 1697. In Europe they struggled too, as the Dutch quickly 
rebelled and its independent Republic was recognized in 1648. They lost several battles and 
regions such as the Franche-Comté and Roussillon to France as well as Italian provinces and 
Kingdoms like Naples, Milan and Cerdagne. The progressive dismantle of their European lands and 
the fierce competition and battles at sea with England and the Dutch Republic marked the decline 
of the Spanish empire in the 17th century. 
England had its own load of problems during the 17th century – at least politically wise. After the 
death of Elizabeth I in 1603, James I, the descendant of Henri VII, reigned over both England and 
Ireland (part of the English crown at the time). After his death and 22 years on the throne, his son 
Charles I succeeded him and dismantled the English parliament in 1929, only to recall it in 1940 
after his defeat in the Bishop Wars.  
The conflict was about the governance of the church in Scotland, which the king Charles I lost, and 
therefore, recalled the Parliament to authorize new taxes. The growing disagreement between the 
Parliament and the crown divided the empire in two, with the supporters of the King on one side 
and supporters of the Parliament on the other, which ultimately lead to the Civil War in 1642. The 
victory of the Parliament in 1949 sealed the king’s fate, as he was executed and was succeeded by 
his victor, parliament member and military leader Oliver Cromwell. Only in 1660 did Charles II, the 
son of the previous king, return from exile to reign and find some sort of stability.  
The political issues experienced in England did not affect the growth of the empire negatively. In 
fact, the Englishmen progressively settled in North America and developed the Thirteen Colonies, 
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which will later become the United States of America in 1775. Their growing power on the 
continent allowed them to maneuver efficiently between this part of the world and England. 
Furthermore, it strengthened their position against a declining Spain. For example, Jamaica was 
conquered in 1655 and became the home of Henry Morgan. The steady political settlement in 
England combined with their naval and colonial power allowed them to remain influent and strong 
in the West Indies and build the empire that will later become the most powerful empire of the 
modern time.    
1.5 The relation and differences between pirates and conquistadors and their relation with the 
State 
To understand the relation pirates, privateers and conquistadors had with the state, it is important 
to clarify who these three groups of people were and what their role were during the Golden Age. 
The main empires that were involved in piracy activity were the English, French, Dutch and 
Spanish empire. The pirates’ object was to attack the other country's ships and sack them – 
robbing all the resources and goods during the war phases. The states had the control on these 
attacks, which mainly were tactical attacks against the opponent countries to create a confusion.  
England instituted the figure of privateers to avoid the problem of not being prepared for war or 
not having enough men to send for it. It is important to notice that privateers were simple 
workers; people that needed work to make a living. Every attack from these privateers were 
ordered by the government and had to be applied in a specific way, because they had some sort of 
an official contract; any other attack not ordered by the state was considered a crime, and it is 
exactly from these attacks that the figure of pirates was born. 
 The group of pirates were formed by people who opposed themselves to the state reaching 
certain autonomy by making their own choices to attack more and more ships in order to gain a 
higher reward. Obviously, the different states were not satisfied with this development and 
delegitimized piracy and ordered the elimination of them all. Pirates started to have their own 
identity including own codes and flags (Jolly Roger) to make them recognizable from the other 
ships. What was in common between all the pirates’ ships and groups was the black colour of the 
flag, and the element changing was the drawing of the skull and bones.  
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The pirates’ crew were not formed only by sailors or people from a specific country, but also from 
other pirates who were captured during the assaults and were given the possibility to join or die. 
Power of pirates started to go huge as they were willing to colonize new places by creating a new 
world at sea. Their moves were a thread for all the states and their colonization plans; therefore 
they were forced to fight against this newborn enemy.  
Spain, with Ferdinand II of Aragon in 1479, supported Columbus' expeditions and the figure of the 
first real conquistadors, whom were mainly soldiers that became explorers too. Their role was 
very important to Spain, but at the same time it changed during the time. They were first 
administrators of the already discovered Caribbean lands, who were sent only by Spain to colonize 
and expand Christianity. However, their main goals changed to robbing and enslave the local 
population they were finding. All the resources they found were being charged on the ships and 
sent back to Spain. It is exactly in this moment that piracy started; the pirates were informed 
about the Spanish movements and awaited the right moment to intercept the Spanish ships to 
assault them, robbing everything they could. 
 Spain probably owes most of its fortune to the conquistadors. Since the discovery of the New 
World in 1492 with Christopher Columbus, Spain started developing a new empire thanks to 
colonization. Their main objective was to bring home a lot of benefits between resources and 
precious objects. As previously mentioned, Christianity expanse was one of the reasons which 
pushed the conquistadors to explore new lands. Although it later turned into a robbery of all the 
various land’s resources and enslaving local people too. By doing that, it created new slavery 
commerce. Parts of the slaves were brought back to Spain only to be sold or forced into hard 
work. Others were forced by the conquistadors to stay in the different discovered lands and work. 
Another very important famous conquistador, whom is remembered for his audacity and 
incredible skills, which brought Spain towards more benefits, was Hernan Cortes. He was born in 
Medellin, Spain from a noble family in 1519, Hernan Cortes and 600 soldiers chosen for the 
expedition (partially financed by him) left Cuba, heading to the Aztec Empire – recognized as one 
of the most powerful empires of the time and was composed by a great amount of warriors. The 
conquistadors were able to fight and win against this population of warriors. Cortes was then 
recognized as Marques del Valle and gained huge power. Six years after he went back to Spain and 
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died peacefully. By then, Spain obtained the control of a very important land, which guaranteed a 
lot of resources. At the same time, Cortes became an inspiration for many other explorers, which 
started travelling more, gaining Spain an incredible advantage. 
Privateers and pirates were not different for the Spanish empire that saw England as the main 
thread of these continuous attacks to the Spanish ships. England obviously was against the 
formation of the rebel pirates but at the same time, it could have been seen as an advantage for 
England. Spain was losing many of the resources they were sending back from the colonies to the 
main land. From there on Spain saw England as a main enemy too. 
1.6 The persecution and hunt of the pirates and the case of John Roberts, Captain Kidd and 
Blackbeard 
During the Golden Age piracy was a well-known problem for all countries as its power was 
increasing every day creating a real thread. After a first moment of control of the pirates, the 
countries decided to actuate a solution against the rebellion of pirates, whom distanced 
themselves from the state becoming independent. To suppress pirates, England was sending their 
men to catch them and bring them back to the country in order to prosecute them for all the 
crimes, they committed. Nevertheless, this method did not last too long. England noticed that the 
courts had problems, because often the pirates could not be brought back to the country for 
different reasons – therefore it took quite a lot time.  
To solve this problem, the English government introduced a new law called “An act for the more 
effectual suppression of piracy” or better known as ”Piracy Act of 169”. By making this decision, 
the prosecution of the pirates became easier and faster; the admirals were allowed to prosecute 
the pirates in any location meaning they were able to solve the problem basically wherever they 
wanted. Standing to the statute the admirals knew how to precede, what to do and the different 
phases they had to apply. The Piracy Act includes not only the process of judgment of the pirates, 
but also defines when a person is considered pirate: any decision, consult or action with other 
pirates is considered a crime; for instance not following the commands given by the government. 
With this act begins the real prosecution of pirates that will conduct to their end. 
The people or better privateers – who worked for the government – were recognized as legal 
pirates for the letter of marquee and reprisal. This was a sort of contract or license in which there 
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was given permission to attack certain enemy ships in a certain way. It is then linked to the Piracy 
Act, because it was giving permission to bring the captured pirates to court. Firstly in England, as 
previously mentioned, and then in the location of the captured too. The result of not following this 
license was being considered a pirate standing against the Piracy Act too. 
One of the well-known pirates, who had to deal with the English law as a captured pirate, was 
Captain Kidd. Arrested on 6 July 1699, William Kidd was locked in the Stone Prison, where he and 
his family had to suffer for his actions. After one year, the government decided to bring him to the 
Parliament to judge him; what they really hoped for was collaboration with Kidd to help the 
government find and eliminate the important pirates still alive. Captain Kidd refused any 
cooperation, which resulted in the parliament decided to execute him.  
Blackbeard was caught and killed by Lieutenant Robert Maynard at Ockracoke Inlet in his last fight.  
Blackbeard refused to surrender and give himself up to the English law. His body was cut to pieces 
and his head hanged from Maynard's ship as a sign of victory and the defeat of piracy.  
The death of captain John Roberts had a fairly larger affect in the piracy environment, which saw a 
great pirate figure vanishing. He was killed by Chaloner Ogle in 1722 at Cape Lopez. With him died 
the myth, he created about himself being invincible in the eyes of all people, whom believed who 
he was as well. This was a big loss for the piracy age or even the ending of The Golden Age. 
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2. Modern piracy and differences in perception between piracy in the Golden 
Age and piracy in the present time 
 October 2008: NATO dispatches naval units, patrolling Somali waters covering 2.5 million 
square miles. 
 November 18th 2008: Somali pirates capture a Saudi tanker carrying $100 million in oil 500 
miles off the coast of Somalia 
 April 8th 2009: A ship carrying food aid for the World Food Program captained by Captain 
Richard Phillips is hijacked by Somali pirates. This is the first American victim of piracy in 
over 200 years. 
 July 2010: The first documented act of piracy in the Southern Red Sea is reported. Pirates 
hijack a chemical tanker operating fishing vessels using automatic weapons and rocket 
propelled grenades.  
 2010: The International Maritime Bureau reports a total of 445 attacks, 53 hijackings, 
around 1200 crewmembers taken hostage and 8 killed. The majority of these acts take 
place in the waters south of Somalia. 
 2011: 439 attacks, 45 hijackings, and 802 crewmembers taken hostage in 2011. As in 2010, 
8 crewmembers are killed. 
 2012: 297 total attacks, 28 hijackings, 585 crewmembers taken hostage, and 6 killed in 
2012. 
 2013: 264 total attacks, 12 hijackings, 304 hostage-takings, and 1 killing in 2013. 
 
2.1 Modern piracy and the case of Somalia 
2.1.1 The reasons behind piracy in Somalia 
Nowadays piracy in Somalia is one of the top news nearly on daily basis, because of their ongoing 
problems since 2007. Many fail to realize that piracy in this location started for a specific reason 
and in a determinate form that has changed during the years. Somali waters are known for being a 
perfect place for fishing activities that could have gained a huge profit; this was obviously noticed 
by several fishing companies around the world, which started to concentrate fishing in those 
waters and sell their product globally; especially in the Middle East where the profit was higher. At 
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the same time, during these fishing activities by foreign countries, Somali fishermen were present 
and were trying to gain something out from the activity by competing with the other ships. 
Unfortunately, after a while, the local people understood that it was not possible to compete 
against vast foreign commerce. They started seeing the non-Somali ships as a threat, which were 
stealing what really was supposed to belong to the Somalis.  
The situation intensified, because what really was the reason for the Somalis to be upset and 
conducted to fire, was the fact that the foreign ships were edging closer to the coast, making the 
local fishermen feel invaded by these ships. The fishing activity could not be practiced like once – 
the Somalis then started to send away the foreign ships to practice their activities in the local 
waters. Foreign activities did not stop and went further with the fishing meaning that Somali 
responded with fire and equipped the local sailors with weapons to start a serious solution against 
the foreigners. Since then, fire battles along the Somali waters have taken place and, most 
important, pushed the local people to go deeper into this new solution by attacking every ship 
that was navigating in these waters – fishermen or not. 
By here on, the pirates noticed that Somalia's geographical location was incredibly important for 
the commerce between other countries, as they were being located right at the exit of the red 
Sea, used mostly by European and Asian ships, as it is a shortcut to both continent and facilitating 
trades. These ships were filled with products and huge amounts of goods that the pirates saw as 
their new main target. They realized that if they were able to attack these ships, the results would 
be way more profitable than fishing could ever be. Therefore new international organizations 
were formed against piracy, which was creating losses for many of the biggest companies in world. 
But these attacks soon evolved; starting by giving fines to the foreign ships which were working on 
their fishing activities on Somali waters, moving further by planning attacks against cargo ships, to 
finally capture foreigner’s crew members and ask for ransoms. Obviously this new activity was not 
a decision made by the local state and many people did not – and still disagree – with this 
decision. The new pirates started to look for people in society which could have defended this 
activity in the local society by making it seem as a response to the invasion made by foreign ships. 
By creating a solid defense in society and starting to make huge amount of money, the pirates 
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began to get interesting in the eyes of numerous local youngsters as the economic situation was 
critical and unemployment was high.  
These activities passed from basic levels to professional levels; counter-piracy ships started 
navigating close to the waters and stopped some of the illegal initiatives creating issues for the 
Somalis. The costs of the illegal operations were high and many times the operations failed 
because of the counter-pirates waiting along the waters. Every single mission that was successful 
was a huge profit, which partially was used for upcoming missions. Prices of goods in Somalia 
increased a lot as the debts forced numerous people to join piracy.  
Another part of the Somali community saw the pirates as a bad figure for everyone and was 
against their illegal activities. Most of the community – whom were disagreeing with this mentality 
– tried to convince supporters of piracy that this was not a solution and what was going on was 
not only illegal, but also unfair for those people whom were captured and forced separate from 
their families and their country of origin. 
The captured pirates that are brought to court are to help the counter-piracy action continue. The 
foreign governments have created the Marine Police Force (PMPF), which is composed by trained 
military located in different bases alongside the Somali waters are ready feature against the 
pirates. This figure has already brought good results against piracy by capturing some of them and 
bringing them to court.  
2.1.2 Motives for Somalis to engage themselves into piracy 
As stated earlier, there are numerous reasons for Somalis to turn to piracy. First and foremost, 
their lack of educational opportunities gives them no choice, but to consider piracy. With 
unemployment of nearly 100% and no industry or factories it is very difficult to accuse them for 
turning to piracyxii.  
”The lack of prospects for the average Somali were apparent the moment we arrived in Bossaso, 
where an ageing Antonov airliner deposits visitors on to a rough landing strip overlooked by barren 
mountains. A city of 500,000, it is as poor as anywhere in Africa, a tumbledown collection of 
breezeblock buildings and dirt roads resembling a shantytown. One of the few thriving local 
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industries was in trafficking stowaways to the Gulf States, a journey that carried a high risk of 
drowning.” 
This quote shows just how bad the environment in Somalia is. In Bossaso there is a city containing 
500,000 people, but still fails to provide option for the average Somali. Though Somalia in fact 
makes millions on piracy that is definitely not, what they are lacking the most – as we will later 
discover in the documentary “Piracy: Stolen Seas”, they first of all need educators. The money 
being made on piracy is not contributing to the society in an appropriate way. To keep them in 
business, they have to bribe the justice institution not to be caught. Furthermore, they have to 
optimize their arsenal – which obviously costs a great amount of money as well as them buying 
brand new SUV’sxiii.  
“I became a pirate because I realized it was the only way a Somali like me can make good money. I 
can afford to buy a new car and home, and when we are back on shore we have big parties, with 
girls, lots to drink, and plenty of qhat (qhat is a popular narcotic in Somalia)”. 
This quote illustrates perfectly fine, why Somalis turn to piracy. Their lack of governmental stability 
has cost them a lot. The current generation is quickly realizing that their only hope of an 
economical stable future is depending on piracy. The statement: “... and when we are back on 
shore we have big parties, with girls, lots to drink, and plenty of qhat” also illustrates their lack of 
knowledge and education. They fail to mention their need to optimize their educational sector 
with the money they make. The article furthermore describes how a teenager holding the 
hostages at gunpoint lost both his parent due to the civil war and how he wants to escape to 
Europe with the money made from piracy. Again, the money being made is not intended to be 
used for optimizing their society.  
As discovered in the article, the motives for the pirates are very selfish. The greatest issue is 
obviously their lack of educational opportunities, but with the vast amount of money being made 
of piracy, they indeed have the financial to improve their current situation. Though being a land 
known for its huge poverty, the money covers all the wrong things – such as protecting piracy, 
buying weapons and great cars.  
In opposition to what we have learned about the key figures in the Golden Age such as 
Bartholomew Roberts and Henry Morgan, none seem to exist in modern time. The reason for that 
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can be traced back to the interview with the young pirate from the article, which held his hostages 
at gunpoint. Ibrahim states that he previously has attempted an escape to Europe and that it is his 
overall objective to do it again. Assuming that this is the general opinion among the Somali pirates, 
it is easily to figure out why no famous and important pirates exist.  
As a teenager in Somalia, the very objective seems to be to become a pirate – though this may be 
their primary goal, they want to escape Somalia in order to search for a better life in Europe. 
Obviously, a pirate has to stay out of media and governmental attention to have a chance of 
succeeding in Europe as a well-known pirate will rarely be welcomed into any European country.  
2.1.3 Example of anti-piracy actions illustrated by the United Kingdom 
According to Worldshipping.org, the World Shipping council and other international organizations 
are currently working together to ensure that there are limited casualties along the coast of 
Somalia and to limit the amount of ships being hijackedxiv.  
What follows is a list of actions that the United Kingdom has taken to prevent trading routs being 
hijacked by Somali pirates, so that the proceeds from piracy will be stopped and the travel and 
trading industry are able to conduct business without being in danger: 
 “supporting counter-piracy missions and provide humanitarian and development assistance 
to Somalia to counteract the root causes of piracy 
 supporting countries in the region to let seized pirates be prosecuted regionally - the UK has 
agreements in place with the Seychelles, Mauritius and Tanzania 
 supporting Somalia in reducing poverty and to enhance stabilization, peace building and 
reconciliation at national, regional and local levels.  
 supporting the shipping industry advice on self-protection measures on how to avoid, deter 
and delay pirate attacks, and through government guidelines on the use of armed guards 
 the Piracy Ransoms Task Force was established for threatened countries to work together 
to reduce the threat of piracy and ransom payments”xv 
These points are from the top down meant as groundwork to improve the general situation of 
Somalia and most of the points have not yet gone into action.  
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Nonetheless, the tactic will likely prove to be useful and seeing as the United Kingdom 
government has devoted around £250 million to the causexvi, it will surely reap benefits at some 
point along the way. Which leads us to believing that the counter-piracy methods listed in the first 
bullet point will help the situation in the long term and prevent continuation of piracy as it has 
been before. It has blossomed on almost the same premises as it did in the Golden Age, as 
discussed. 
This being said, it has not affected the amount of piracy nor the problem very much. Piracy has 
emerged from the Somali waters around the coast and even as far as the red sea.  It is all very 
vague; according to www.gov.uk, “The UK continues to work with the international community to 
provide humanitarian and development assistance. This helps to tackle the underlying causes of 
piracy: long term instability and lack of development in the Somali region.” However, the effects of 
these actions are yet to be seen, and it seems that the Somali pirates are growing bolder and more 
confident in their endeavors. But as mentioned, it may be the right way to attack the issue. Any 
issue that goes as deep as piracy needs a long-term solution.  
That is why the UK, working with the Somali government, is launching a plan to slowly increase the 
general state of Somalia and the livelihood of their citizens. The United Kingdom is working closely 
with international organizations such as the “United Nations Development Program” and 
“International Maritime Organization” to create ongoing and stable living conditions in the coastal 
communities. This will add in, help the whole process of a long-term solution, and develop a 
fruitful economy in Somalia. Below is an example of one of the plans that the United Nations have 
yet to carry out. 
“The Sustainable Employment and Economic Development Programme, a joint project with UNDP 
Somalia is aimed at working to improve the livelihoods of various stakeholders in the fisheries 
sector in Puntland. It will result in improved regulation and development through public-private 
partnerships, with the aim to create 20,000 long-term jobs. The UK has lead responsibility in the 
Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia for working group one, whose focus is on regional 
capacity development and military engagement.”  
In addition to the actions of the UK shown above, the UN Security Council has passed a number of 
resolutions since 2008 authorizing military operations to counter piracy since 2008xvii.  
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2.1.4 Modern international laws and actions 
A quite famous quote from a Somali pirate named Jama Ali during an interview with the New York 
Times goes as following “They can’t stop us – we know international law.”xviii   
The universal jurisdiction has for centuries marked piracy as a universal crime, which refers to a 
crime committed against humanity itself. Any nations are legally allowed to capture and prosecute 
pirates under their national rules, but this has to happen on the high seasxix. Even though it is legal 
for ships to capture and prosecute pirates, it seems that in more than one cases, pirates are 
getting a free lift back to the Somali shores. Former United States Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice stated at the United Nations Security council that international law gives “sufficient legal 
authority with which to apprehend and prosecute pirates”xx.  She stated that The Convention on 
the Law of the Sea, Security Council laws, rules and such gave adequate legal basis with which 
nations could capture and prosecute pirates off of Somalia’s coast, but “Sometimes political will 
and capacity was lacking, such as in the region of Somalia, where many states lacked the necessary 
judicial and law-enforcement capacities.”xxi  This is also supported by the logical reason of it 
costing a lot of expenses on behalf of the countries and type of ships which are approved to seize 
pirate ships – furthermore it is stated in the report of the convention on the Law of the Sea (1982), 
Article 107 that: “Ships and aircraft which are entitled to seize on account of piracy:  
A seizure on account of piracy may be carried out only by warships or military aircraft, or other 
ships or aircraft clearly marked and identifiable as being on government service and authorized to 
that effect.”xxii 
Secretary Rice’s suggestion was for countries to support the concerned forces in their piracy-
prevention-oriented tactics, by “generously to build the legal capacity of those regional 
States…”xxiii The very basic problem of piracy had to be clarified in order to take action against it. 
The U.S Secretary of State stated that piracy was a sign of poverty and lack of sustainable lawful 
affairs or system. Furthermore, the United States Secretary of State stated that the world 
community had to prioritize and address this issue with more focus and cooperate with 
AMISOMxxiv and the Transitional Federal Government. 
The lacking law enforcement in Somalia is the cause to why pirates cannot be prosecuted. In 
addition to this, the pirates have found a loophole in the international law and law of the seas, 
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piracy consists of following acts which are stated in article 101 subparagraph §A-1(I) of the United 
Nations Law of the Sea Convention (1982): “any illegal acts of violence or detention, or any act of 
depredation, committed for private ends by the crew or the passengers of a private ship or a 
private aircraft, and directed:(I) on the high seas, against another ship or aircraft, or against 
persons or property on board such ship or aircraft”xxv. 
Article 101 states that the illegal act has to be committed on the high seas, which are 12 nautical 
miles (22,22km) outside of the nation’s coastal line. There have been many incidents 
xxvi of Somali pirates seizing ships and plundering outside of the border of the national waters. 
The fault in the United Nations Law of the Sea Convention (1982) was that they had not taken 
countries, with poor to no governmental effect in consideration, when making the laws. In article 
94 of the convention it is stated that the flag state governs over the ship and people in question. 
The article goes as following under “Duties of the flag State”; “1. Every State shall effectively 
exercise its jurisdiction and control in administrative, technical and social matters over ships flying 
its flag.”xxvii  This means that if the pirates were to be prosecuted and trialed, it would have to be 
the Somali government that would have to carry out the trails and jurisdictions. 
From the statements of Condoleezza Rice, on the lack of political will and action together with the 
inefficient and costly trials of prosecutions, we can assume that the lack of action in this situation is 
caused by the costly and time-consuming sense of trials and prosecutions. To further back up our 
and the US Secretary of State’s claims, we would like to include the work of Douglas Guilfoylexxviii. 
Guilfoyle states following in one of his written articles, which is dealing with the prosecution of 
pirates: “The international community now suffers ‘tribunal fatigue’, and sees such ad hoc tribunals 
as excessively slow and costly”xxix. This showcases that countries that may go aboard a pirate ship 
and capture pirates, do usually not wish to put in the needed effort that is required in order to 
suppress piracy. This is somewhat in discordance with the articles written in the convention on the 
Law of the Sea. The report from 1982 clearly states in article 100 of the Convention on the Law of 
the Sea: “All States shall cooperate to the fullest possible extent in the repression of piracy on the 
high seas or in any other place outside the jurisdiction of any State.”xxx  But the continually great 
issue of piracy has shown little weakness, even though there has been a decrease in attacks from 
445 in 2009 to only 72 in 2014xxxi. This is seemingly very positive news, which indicates that there 
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has been some effect of the different actions taken by the world, but the African program director 
for the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, Jennifer Cooke says “There is 
an endless supply of young Somali men who have no other economic opportunities”xxxii. She goes 
further and states “It’s a problem that is going to be big with us for a long time”xxxiii. Furthermore in 
a telephone interview, the Dutch Navy Commodore and former commander of the counter-piracy 
taskforce in NATOxxxiv Ben Bekkering states: “The numbers of successful pirate attacks are going 
down, but I am also pretty sure that as soon as we turn away and go somewhere else, they will be 
back in big numbers”xxxv. 
Looking at the convention of 1982 on the Law of the Sea and the international laws, there are laws 
which put the responsibility upon the flag state of the pirates. This is a big problem, because the 
effect of the Somali government is not to be felt in the actions taken against piracy. There is taken 
action against the growing problem of frequent piracy; AMISOMxxxvi is a group of many African 
nations whose main issue is to create stability in Somalia and address hijacking at sea. But when 
piracy is committed outside of 12 nautical miles, it is in international waters and is therefore an 
international problem. Condoleezza Rice has earlier described this issue as being reacted upon, 
even though pirate ships have been seized. Other cases have shown that seizing ships have given 
the pirates a “ride back” to the coast of Somalia – mainly because of the very time consuming and 
expensive procedures that are required in order to prosecute pirates in the right sense. 
2.2 Perception of ancient and modern pirates and piracy today 
2.2.1 Perception and portrait of the ancient pirate 
When people think of pirates, they usually think of a wooden leg, a parrot, the Jolly Roger, buried 
treasure and hook for a hand maybe. For instance, the famed Captain Hook from Peter Pan or 
Long John Silver from the famous novel Treasure Island is usually what pops into the minds of 
people if you ask them to imagine a pirate. The amazing part of this is the fact that Robert Louis 
Stevenson, the author of the novel "Treasure Island ", actually got most of it right. If you simply 
say the name Blackbeard, almost everyone immediately thinks of a piracy. This captain who 
became a legend, together with for instance Captain Hook and Long John Silver, was the main 
reason why that particular image of pirates has grown over the years.  Actually, there are 
surprisingly few details describing what a pirate captain actually looked like. Take Blackbeard. He 
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encountered a lot of people through his time. Yet most descriptions are vague. Except perhaps the 
one by Charles Johnsons in his book "The Successful Pirate".  
"So our Heroe, Captain Teach, assumed the Cognomen of Black-beard, from that large Quantity of 
Hair, which, like a frightful Meteor, covered his whole Face, and frightened America more than any 
Comet that has appeared there a long Time. This Beard was black, which he suffered to grow of an 
extravagant Length; as to Breadth, it came up to his Eyes; he was accustomed to twist it with 
Ribbons, in small Tails, after the Manner of our Ramilies Wiggs, and turn them about his Ears: In 
time of action, he wore a sling over his shoulders, with three brace pistols, hanging in holsters like 
bandoliers; and stuck lighted matches under his hat which appearing on each side of his face, his 
eyes naturally looking fierce and wild, made him altogether such a figure, that imagination cannot 
form an idea of fury, from Hell, to look more frightful."xxxvii   
If you look besides that, all you find are short descriptions like "a tall spare man with a very black 
beard which he wore very long"xxxviii. This is a description of Blackbeard made by Henry Bostock, 
who was attacked by Blackbeard. Another one, made by the Lieutenant Maynard, an officer of the 
navy, who was leader of the expedition against him, and the person who fought Blackbeard on the 
deck of his own ship, says: "went by the name of Blackbeard, because he let his beard grow, and 
tied it up in black ribbons."xxxix   These notes of pirates made throughout time, actually helped 
Stevenson write his book. Which is one of the reasons why his novel has the level trustworthiness 
that is does. But apparently, he got a lot of help from all sorts of places. His father and grandfather 
were lighthouse engineers. They traveled far and wide and told their stories to Stevenson and they 
were the ones who came up with the idea of what the treasure chests in the book should contain. 
He tries to help her escape, but his plan does not succeed which resolves in him being forced to 
walk the plank, another cliché that has been copied several times in the history of movies. 
Fairbanks returns with more followers, rescues the princess and retakes the ship. It was received 
by the critics with bad reviews. They did not like the story, but was impressed with the action and 
the colors. The movie spawned a whole new era of pirate movies, and most of these were based 
on historical novels written by Rafael Sabatini. Most famed are his three stories The Sea hawk, 
which was first published in 1915. Captain Blood followed in 1922 and The Black Swan in 1932. He 
moved to England with his wife Ruth Dixon and stayed there for the rest of his life. Nowadays 
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people have either forgotten his works or they might have gone out of fashion, but back in the 
days between the First and Second World War, they were very popular, and six of them got up on 
the big screen. The movie Captain was made into a silent version. The critics replied, "Brisk action 
harmonizes perfectly with artistic conception and authentic verisimilitude"xl   
It is weird how so few of the pirate films have the same kind of approach, and technique as ones 
staring Douglas Fairbanks. Some tried to get the same kind of style with for instance the 1945 
movie about Captain Kidd. These movies usually played around with the history and took their 
own liberties by changing it, when they for instance made Anne Bonny fall in love with captain 
Kidd and when threw in appearances of Blackbeard, Henry Avery and Calico Jack.  
Throughout time more than 70 movies have been made about life at sea, pirates, privateers and 
what not else. Some writers and producers have gone far to build accurate pirate ships, and scout 
for locations for their battles at sea. All this considered, it is weird how most pirate film does not 
follow historical events at all, and that most actually are based on the works of fiction. A lot of 
writers, all though fictional, for instance Stevenson and Sabatini, have been generous to the public 
and have been entertaining them with intriguing stories about the adventures of pirates. With that 
said, some pirates have lived lives far more exciting than any of the fictional stories we hear about, 
and one might wonder why the screenwriters have not taken advantage of this. 
Is our perception of piracy today different from the perception of the society in the golden age? 
Our perfection is highly affected by the media, which is a result of the modern society’s evolution. 
The media uses the well-known appeal forms pathos, logos, and ethos, and we, the society of the 
modern world, uses the medias reflection of piracy and pirates, and concludes that pirates and 
terrorist is practically the same, because we do not negotiate with either of them. We do not put 
ourselves in their place, and we have no knowledge about why they choose the life of pirates, we 
just assume that they simply are monsters or terrorists.  This statement is clearly showed in the 
case of Eddy and Soren, who were held hostages from the 12th of January 2011 to the 30th of 
April 2013 by Somali pirates when they high jacked a Danish shrimp boat, but the Danish 
government was actually more in focus than the pirates, because of their inability to free Eddy and 
Soren. They were held hostages for 838 days, and the Danish newspapers such as BT and 
Ekstrabladet made a count for each day they were held hostages, and made headlines such as: 
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‘’The forgotten hostages’xli’ , and ‘’Billion dollar support – to the most corrupt country in the 
world’’xlii. The first article ‘’The forgotten hostages’’ is about the Danish governments lack of not 
being able to free Eddy and Soren, and the company Shipcraft, who owned the ship that was high 
jacked with Eddy and Soren on board, also lacks to intervene in the freeing of them. Ekstrabladet 
uses pathos by having a picture of them both as front page, where they of course are very sad and 
looks like they have given up. The headline is clearly also a use of pathos, because it emphasizes 
that the government does not care about them, and has simply forgotten about them, because of 
the insanely high amount of days that they have been held hostages. After 838 days as hostages, 
they were set free on the 30th of April in 2013, and there have been written an entire e-book 
about the case, which Ekstrabladet covered for 2 years.    
The second article is also an attack on the Danish government, where the under headline says that 
EU and Denmark are supporting Somalia financially, when Eddy and Soren are held hostages there, 
but the article is published after their release. However, the media still wants to give the subject a 
lot of attention by using pathos, by appealing to the people of Denmark so they get aware of the 
fact that their government is supporting Somalia, and giving them money, instead of spending the 
money of freeing Eddy and Soren. The article cannot help by having a huge impact on the society, 
because it raises serious questions towards the government, and their lack of solving such a 
serious problem.  
There are several problems when freeing hostages of pirates, because the pirates are not trustable 
and it is the same situation you have with terrorists, so therefore the people of the negotiation 
and the society sees pirates and terrorists as the same thing. So pirates and terrorists are being 
seen as practically the same, and therefore the government takes a huge distance in negotiating 
with them, so it is actually the hostages company who has to make the communication and 
negotiating with the pirates. In this case, it is Eddy and Soren’s company Shipcraft, which were 
prosecuted by the Danish sea leader association because of the long-term negotiationsxliii, and 
their lack of security by not taking well enough precautions when sailing in the Red Sea. In 2014 
the charges were dropped, because the evidence did not had enough proof in the company’s 
involvement in the long-term negotiationxliv.  Ekstrabladet has been criticized of their way to affect 
the negotiations, because their articles made a lot of pressure and media focus on the case, and 
that has impacted the negotiations and has actually extended it. Their way of appealing to the 
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Danish society through their use of pathos, has had a huge impact, and Chief of The Seafarer 
chargers Fritz Ganzhorn has said: ‘’We have had a long term of consideration about prosecuting 
Shipcraft, but we are aware of that negative publicity and media focus, can have a huge impact on 
the negotiations’’. The company and the government cannot be blamed for the long-term 
negotiations, and therefore the society should turn their criticism onto the media instead.  
The kind of information, which is available for us today, was not available for the people in the 
society of the golden age. The perception of them was not  
influenced by the media or the government, because the government even used pirates to expand 
by their destruction of the competition. Piracy and pirates was not perceived to be that big of a 
problem, it was a common day thing, and it happened everywhere. Today most of piracy happens 
in the waters of Somalia, so therefore piracy is not as global as it has been. During the golden age 
the media was not existing in the same aspect as it is today, because back then the kingdom was 
the giver of all information, so therefore it was affected by their opinion, and they used privateers 
for their goals, so they actually saluted them, for example Henry Morgan who was knighted by 
King Charles II.     
2.2.2 Stolen seas, the immersion into Somalia’s piracy world 
The documentary Stolen Seas portrays the hijacking of the Danish cargo ship “CEC Future”. 
Furthermore, it is a unique insight in the current environment and culture in Somalia. In the 
documentary, the audience hears an interview from the CEO of the company “Clipper Group” and 
from the Somali negotiator Ishmael Ali, who negotiated on behalf of the pirates. In addition to 
this, the documentary focuses on the global issue of piracy and how it is dealt with or lack thereof.  
In the very beginning of the documentary, the viewer experiences how easily the pirates capture 
the ship. They approach the ship by speedboat carrying heavy weapons and it does not take them 
more than 3-4 minutes to get onboard of the ship. From here on the crewmembers are completely 
helpless as they are about to be held hostages, and shortly after capturing the ship, the pirates 
have to identify a negotiator, as they cannot speak any English. Ishmael Ali is fluent in English and, 
that is how he got himself involved in the hijacking of the ship.   
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During the interview with Ali, he explains the situation in Somalia and the foundation of piracy. 
While being a land who suffers from famine and poverty, the Somalis are forced into piracy in 
order to survive. The documentary elucidates how Somalia is in fact a very well organized country, 
despite the issues regarding the government. Though it looks like chaos from the outside, Somalia 
is divided into several regions with piracy prevailing in the northern regions – especially in the 
cities Puntland and Eyl. The situation portrayed in the documentary is happening in Eyl, where the 
stolen ship is heading. USA invaded the country stating that Somalia needed a proper government 
– this led to a clash with the interim president Mohammed Farrah Aidid, who died in a bomb 
attack. 
The situation in Somalia was desperate and where the famine was not recognized at all, the 
beginning of piracy now began stealing the headlines globally. In the interview with the 17-year-
old boy Ibrahim, he explains that his lack of opportunities is the reason he is into piracy. He states 
that the country provides no other option for him and, that he was facing a life without money. 
Piracy was his only option with that being the only possible job, and he furthermore explains that 
he gets that it is wrong, but defends himself by saying he had no other option.  
Very much the same applies to the convicted pirate Ibrahim Idle. He also states that the Somalis 
due to the financial and starving situation, are forced into piracy. Idle explains that the pirates 
used to be proper fishermen, but their soil was attacked by foreigners occupying their resources, 
which made it impossible for them to fish. This led to the beginning of illegal fishing, which is a 
phenomenon where the fish are captured using illegal equipment, and afterwards exported to 
other countries. Nowadays the illegal fishing is one of the biggest issues for the Somalis, as it is 
almost impossible to get a proper catch. As much as the Somalis are encouraging fishing to help 
famine, illegal fishing costs Somali over 300 million dollars a year. Furthermore, other countries 
are now using the coast of Somalia to dump toxic waste, which obviously makes it even harder for 
them to fish.   
The before mentioned explanations made by 17-year-old Ibrahim, and convicted pirate Ibrahim 
Idle are very much supported by the negotiator Ishmael Ali. Due to his line of work, Ali finds 
himself in the very heart of Somali piracy. During his interview, he states that the money coming 
from piracy is without any comparison the biggest financial asset in Somalia. With fishing made 
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almost impossible due to reasons described above, piracy feeds starving Somali people. Although 
pirates are perceived as lazy and arrogant people in the West, the Somalis see them as good 
people contributing to the Somali society. Pirates are seen as macho-men and have a status way 
above the ordinary man. During their actions, Ali perceives the pirates as great businessmen and 
the negotiation made with the ship owners is very similar to normal business. Ali is not a part of 
the exact problem – in fact, he is a victim as much as the hostages are. Ali develops some kind of 
friendship with the other negotiator, Steve, as Ali will not see his family before a deal has been 
made. Therefore, he is keen on sorting out a deal, so he can make his way out of the situation. 
However, the Americans saw him as a part of the hijacking, and tricked him into America by saying 
he was to participate in a piracy conference only to arrest him, and prosecute him.  
While being on the ship, the pirates do not mingle or share conversations with the crewmembers. 
The captures are usually boys in their late teenage years, carrying heavy loads of weapons onto 
the ship. They gain respect from the crewmembers by firing towards them, though it is just to 
threaten. However, the captures are not the essence of piracy. The money made from piracy 
reaches out to every piece of the society, but as Ali says: “We do not need money. We need 
educators”.  
Though Somalia is in desperate need of financial support, the U.S hesitates to support. First and 
foremost, it would be seen as endorsing piracy, but the documentary focuses on the fact that 
everybody gets something out of piracy.  
Even though the situation was not durable before, the outcome meant that Somalis must find 
their own way to support both their family and the society. Since the drought started in 1992, the 
government situation has been troubled in many ways. Several leaders have been appointed to try 
to control Somalia without any luck. Somalia has suffered from the influence of the Islamist group 
“Al-Shabab”, who has aggressively tried to gain control over Somalia. The absence of a proper 
government meant that Puntland and Jubaland sat up their own “ministates”, which has been 
stable and peaceful – however this also meant that it was impossible for future governments to 
control the entire Somalia. 
 As Al-Shabab tried to take control over Somalia, America intervened as members of Al-Shabab 
were wanted terrorists. With both America and the Somali government fighting Al-Shabab, whom 
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made terrorist group Al-Qaeda allies, several attacks on Somali society were launched from Al-
Shabab. In 2009, they controlled almost all of the Southern regions in Somalia by convincing the 
warlords of these “ministates” to join them.  
After more than 20 years and 17 attempts to form a proper government, Somalia succeeded in 
appointing Hassan Sheikh Mohamud as President. He was to advocate for the civil rights, but Al-
Shabab tried to assassinate him without luck – however it was clear that they have not stopped 
fighting. Somalia, with help of Kenyan troops, defeated Al-Shabab in Kismayu and forced them to 
withdraw from the city. Furthermore, they suffered a severe blow in 2014 as an American Airstrike 
killed Ahmed Abdi Godane, who was the leader of the organization.   
The differences in culture and environment between Somalia and the west are emphasized during 
the documentary. Somalia suffers from their absence of a proper government, which caused the 
regions to form their own ministates. These states make it difficult to establish a fundamental 
society applicable for the whole country. That is far from what we are used to, for instance in 
Denmark. The main issue in Somalia is a result of more than 20 years without a government being 
able to control the country – the situation in the documentary is critical as they are forced into 
piracy, in order to help the increasing famine.  
Additionally, the younger generation are without prospects for the future, as Somalia is yet to 
offer educations. As Ali says, they are more in need of educators than money. The piracy culture is 
seen as a way to escape famine and poverty and as a line of work – this emphasizes their need of 
education. Globally, piracy is seen as a serious offence which results in other countries hesitation 
to help – as described in the documentary, it would be seen as endorsing piracy. 
2.2.3 Somali pirates, terrorists of freedom fighters? 
Nowadays people have different ideas on what piracy in Somalia really is about and, it is because 
of the massive information we get provided with that there are more than one interpretation of 
the facts. Some people see pirates as freedom fighters, others see them as terrorists. It is 
important to identify and give a definition of what these two figures are meant to be, and 
according to Oxford dictionaries, a freedom fighter is "a person who takes part in a revolutionary 
struggle to achieve a political goal, especially in order to overthrow their government"xlv. On the 
other side, always according to the same source, a terrorist can be defined as "someone who uses 
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unofficial or unauthorized use of violence and intimidation in the pursuit of political aims"xlvi. But 
what is the real answer? It is hard to say that we are talking about a real form of terrorism if we 
think about laws, and pay attention to the action of pirates. Standing to an old clause in the laws 
of the Iine of Wessex, "If fewer than seven men attack private property they are thieves, if between 
seven and thirty-five, they are a gang, if more than thirty-five, they are a military expedition… ". So 
how are we supposed to interpret this law?  
By reading it and giving a quick logical answer we would simply say that obviously pirates are 
criminals, and what they are doing is against the law, which considers it as a crime. Pirates in 
Somalia evolved during the years from its beginning, starting from a form of piracy that looked 
more like a fight for freedom against the other companies’ ships, and the local economic 
problems, going to something more dangerous and illegal such as piracy, and raids against cargo 
ships which gave a terroristic aspect to piracy. Nowadays we tend to also associate terrorism to 
weapons, and guns which are exactly the main difference between the two aspects of terrorism, 
and freedom fighters that make things more serious. In fact, just by thinking in which period we 
are, we can imagine all the weapons the pirates are provided with. Terrorism is not the face the 
pirates want to show to the world, because this would cause a lot of problems for them by having 
multiply countries against them with a common threat. By defining them as freedom fighters, the 
modern pirates associate what they do every day to a national reason creating a link between the 
activity, and the fact that they want to change the political situation which is creating economic 
problems. As mentioned earlier, the way pirates act is very important and it shows exactly 
whether it is about terrorism or fighting for freedom. At the moment, the main goal of the pirates 
would be the attack of the political situation, which was one of the reasons piracy started. 
But it is important now to think about the location of the attacks from pirates, because we are 
talking about the sea, which is a place that could be seen, as a place where there is no allocation of 
property rights so that every law suddenly does not make any sense. Pirates may be using this to 
their advantage, strengthen by the fact that they are only moving in their zone, and that the other 
ships are invading their zone. 
When we talk about attacks and killing people it is always difficult to associate pirates to freedom 
fighters. The majority of the society sees them as a threat for all the people on those ships who 
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have to cross Somalia to reach their destination, who are most of the times captured for ransom 
or killed. But at the same time we have to think of the people who are really composing this group 
of pirates, which creates one of the biggest problems nowadays. As mentioned earlier, when we 
talk about pirates, we talk about people with serious economic problems in Somalia. The fact that 
there is no possibility to study, finds a job, and earns money, forces many persons to join the 
pirates. It is important to notice that most of these people are young, and are just trying to earn 
some money and start a new life, which most of the times is in other countries. So we could say 
that there are many reasons that push people to become pirates and what type of pirate. 
During the Golden Age it was possible to identify two different types of pirates, where the first 
ones could be the illegal and prosecuted pirates, and the second ones could be privateers. So what 
is the main difference between these two? Privateers can be seen as a form of legal piracy with no 
doubt, because they were mainly attacking other ships designated by the state. Obviously one can 
be seen as the good part, because it is following the rules and just doing what the law was saying. 
On the other side, illegal pirates could be seen as a reflection of the nowadays terrorists, who have 
their own ideas totally different to the state, and makes independent decisions which are not 
beneficial to the community. The main difference between these two is that pirates were robbing 
on sea whoever they wanted ending by keeping everything for themselves, and being prosecuted 
by the different states.  In fact the idea to create the figure of the privateers was mainly to bring 
money into the countries by ordering attacks on enemy ships, which were navigating with huge 
amounts of goods.  
The difference between these two figures might be obvious or easy to make if thought generally 
and only looked upon the main objective, and in fact privateers were not always seen as the good 
part who wanted to avoid problems, and only bring benefits to their own country. As mentioned 
earlier the British privateer Henry Morgan, considered as one of the biggest figures of the Golden 
Age, was known for his brutal way of doing things which many times created problems between 
England and the opponent figure, in this case mostly Spain. The famous privateer once ordered 
the massacre of an entire city in Spain after capturing it, increasing the conflictual relations 
between the two countries. It is important to notice that even though this captain had this way of 
managing things, he was never considered as an illegal pirate because he always acted, fought and 
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attacked in name of the government, and that is exactly why the opponent countries could have 
his decisions as orders from the British government. 
So now, after having analyzed the figure of the "good" and the "bad" pirates in the two different 
ages, it is possible to affirm that even though the title of the person changes, not always do so the 
actions. It is possible to see many differences between pirates working for the government or 
illegal pirates doing what they want, but the fact is that mainly these two figures are doing the 
same things, which are robbing other ships. Whether they keep the goods or they bring them back 
to their country, they are always doing something that might be defined as wrong in both cases. 
The fact that a law during the Golden Age gave privateers permission to attack other ships, is still 
an action that harms the opponent figure. So that is why it is hard to say that one is right and the 
other wrong. 
The same reasoning can be made about nowadays. The media often talks about pirates attacking 
cargo ships in Somalia waters, and capturing hostages so they can ask for a ransom to let them go. 
The first thing a person thinks about in this case is that we are talking about a form of terrorism, 
which no doubt could be the case. At the same time we hear about freedom fighters which mainly 
are the same people, but seem to have different ideas in contrast with terrorism. So what is the 
main difference between these two figures? The answer might be the very interpretation of 
people. In both cases, the action of the two will not bring to a civil solution. Just like during the 
Golden Age privateers could have been seen as an excuse to legally do what the independent 
pirates were doing, and so can the freedom fighters be interpreted, and hiding behind the fact 
that they are fighting for freedom, could be seen as a legal shield against illegality. All these figures 
might also not be another way to do the same things with the same ending. Interpretation of facts 
changes from person to person, so that the distinction in reality cannot be completely clear. 
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3. Analysis and discussion on the differences between the Golden Age and 
modern piracy and the various perceptions of it all 
 
3.1 Living conditions and the functioning of the societies 
3.1.1 Life in 17th century England 
During the 17th century England was a country who grew bigger and bigger. England became 
richer during the 17th century due to the improvement of merchants, where people saw the 
importance of merchants and trade and that it was an important factor to their growing economy 
and wealth.  Industries like making of glass and brick, and the mining of iron and coal was a huge 
help to the economy and expanded quickly. Even though these jobs and works gained more 
respects throughout the century, "the job" that would give you the highest ranking in society was 
if you were a rich landlord.  
Rich and poor people lived different lives, for instance just take their houses. The rich people had 
fine furniture and lived in stone or brick houses. Usually the poor people lived in houses made of 
wood, and they did not have the luxury of for instance meat. London made an act which states 
that overseers of the poor had the authority to force the local population to pay taxes, in order to 
help to the poor and their living standards. These overseers were to help the able ones to get a 
job, and those who could not work, due to for instance age or disability, which were looked after 
and taking care of. Those who chose not to work would undergo physical punishment and be 
placed in a correction facility. Small children were usually placed in the hands of local tradesmen 
as apprentices.  This helped tremendously on the balance of poor and rich people. The increase in 
taxes made it possible for even the poor people to live in houses build from either stone or brick, 
in the late 17th century most houses were rebuild in brick and stone, which were warmer and 
helped on the general health of people, which were a big issue back then, and the expansion on 
the industrial level made glass windows cheaper, and more available to the poor people of the 
society. Food was also one of the main things that separated the two groups. Rich people were 
able to get exotic goods as bananas and other fruits, tea, chocolate and coffee, which were 
introduced in coffee houses around the cities. Businessmen met there to discuss their subjects, 
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read the newspaper, and exchange knowledge and stories. Poor people's food usually consisted of 
bread or porridge, which was made by boiling grain. If you could afford it, it was popular to add 
vegetables, meat and fish, but due to the quality this was sometimes the reason why people got 
ill.  
The plague was carried by fleas that lived on rats. A flea biting a human was usually the course of 
the disease, but at the time no one knew where the disease came from or how to treat it. Even 
though these outbreaks killed a huge part of the population, cities would always recover and keep 
growing. The outbreaks almost meant more available jobs in towns, which lured people from the 
countryside into the cities to work. No one is certain of why the plague stopped.  
The medicine practitioner was the so called barber-surgeons and not the academic physicians; 
they usually worked in universities and as consultants, since they considered the work of surgery 
beneath them.  In this time period barbers was expected to perform all kinds of services, from 
cutting hair to performing surgeries. Just like the carpenter or cook on a ship was chosen to handle 
possible surgeries.  
The subject of medicine was improved and the knowledge of the barbers were improved, but the 
rate of losses were still high due to infections, which was the result of bad ideas regarding the 
human anatomy. The general idea of the human body was that it consisted of four fluids: blood, 
phlegm, yellow bile and black bile. A person would get sick, if the body had an imbalanced amount 
of these four fluids. Barbers would for instance take leeches and put them on your body if he 
thought you had too much blood in you. Due to this belief the average life span of the 17th 
century was no more than 35 years, and a lot died when they were still children. But if you were 
able to survive your teens, usually this meant that you would live well into your 50s or 60s.  
If you survived there was the question of education. The rich people would send both their boys 
and girls to infant school, but it was only boys who did grammar school. Instead of grammar 
school, young girls would enroll in girls boarding schools, were they would be taught different 
things like writing, music and knitting. Depending on the wealth of your family you would be 
taught by different people. The upper class children would be taught by teachers with higher class 
of education, and the middle class would usually be taught by their mothers.  
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This did not mean that the women did not have any jobs. Some worked as tailors, shoemakers, 
washwomen and other service professions, but the most common job was that off a domestic 
servant. Those who were not servants were usually housewives. This was a hard job, considering a 
man often could not run a business by himself. The women usually took care of accounting, 
manual labor, supervising servants (If you had any) and what not. They were also expected to have 
some kind of medicinal knowledge, which made them able to treat their family in case of sickness. 
If the man of the house was away on business, the wife would take over as head of the house or 
business. If a man had written his will, he would usually leave behind his business to his wife, since 
they were capable of running it. One could very easily leave his belongings safely at home, while 
for instance setting out to sea. This lifestyle meant that the women played an important factor in 
the life of the 17th century.  
Due to the lack of both medicine, education and what not else, it is not a mystery why a lot of 
young sought out piracy. Even without the sheer number of boys who were placed on a ship by 
their parents, a lot of them still wanted a life at sea, possibly because of the many stories about 
pirate life. The clothing people used to wear at this time were also inspired by the men at sea. 
Men usually wore knee length trousers, with stockings and leather boots. On top they wore a linen 
shirt and later on they wore a jacket on top of that. These items were most likely inspired by the 
naval uniforms, and the clothing worn by other seamen. The upper class did not do some minor 
adjustment to the outfit. They started wearing collars called ruffs, the ones you see bishops and 
ministers of Denmark were today, around their necks, and wigs.  
In addition to this, the English civil war between the Parliamentarians who wanted a constitutional 
monarchy and the Royalists, who tried to claim absolute power, was ongoing at the time. The 
parliament had the advantage of having London and the main port. This meant that they 
controlled the majority of trades made by sea, which heavily impacted the economy of the war to 
the parliaments favor. Furthermore, the navy supported the parliament, which meant that the 
king was having a hard time receiving help by sea. This combined with the fact that a lot of people, 
at this time, joined the life at sea, and that the port was one of main sources of income, meant 
that the life at sea, and possibly privateers kept expanding.  
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The living standards of England at this time were not the best, but it was indeed durable and 
nothing like conditions we see in other challenged countries, and yet piracy was still a thing people 
almost craved and longed for, which might come as a shock to some, but the stories of adventure 
and the idolized pirates might be the explanation of this English evolution of society. 
3.1.2 Life in Somalia around the 2000s 
To understand the society and how it is build, it is important to examine the so called ministates – 
named the clan system. The society is structured around these states with each having a council of 
men making the decisions. The clan system is furthermore characterized by egalitarianism, and the 
decisions are made democratically. However the system is also criticized for being too 
inconsistent, because of the changing in alliances and temporary coalitionsxlvii. This will of course 
result in several conflicts – though the system is equal, the group members are divided into 
hierarchy. Values such as wealth and age can have an effect in how these councils are built.  
The councils and clans provide access to water and to have political influence. In this way, the 
clans are seen as the way for the society to be involved in political matters. In addition to this, it is 
not unusual for a person to be involved with politics even though he is poor, and might not have 
an education. Obviously this is a great issue for the way the country is being run – with Somalia 
having a troubled government and a society with separate rules; the ministates depend very much 
on the councils.  
The daily life is structured under the order of the council that prevails in the state. In some of the 
states, women, as one may not assume, do have influence, rights and responsibility. The women 
are in charge of the house holding, but more importantly they control the economy. Not only do 
they control the economy, but they are also in charge of the economically perspective of farming 
and herding. However, this is only as long as they accept that the man is still overall in charge. The 
marriage is perceived as a cementation of an alliance. In recent years the parents have a tendency 
to consider love, but only if they find the couple a suitable matchxlviii.  
As discovered in the section above, the daily life in Somalia is very much restricted in the way that 
they do not have a government in function. Though the clan system provides options for every 
person, one can argue that it may be more chaotic than beneficial. The greatest issue for Somalia 
is their government not being in function, and characterized by corruption. The government being 
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involved with piracy is a huge issue, which could show the tendency within its other ramifications. 
The fact that uneducated men are involved and have responsibility, underlines this tendency and 
could be a major issue for the society.  
Especially the social aspect of this issue is important as Somalia is seen as chaos from the outside, 
the clan system has provided what the government cannot; systematically order and possibilities. 
Though the system is far from flawless, it is discovered that herding and farming are providing 
options other than piracy. With the fishing made almost impossible (or as a direct way into piracy), 
it is important that the clan system supplies the society with other options. Without the system, 
Somalia may have been the chaos that it is perceived as – in fact, they have order thanks to this 
initiative.  
The life and society existing nowadays in Somalia, can easily be compared to the life in England 
during the 17th century. As we have already discovered, the pirates work closely with the 
government since piracy is the greatest source of financial income. The same very much applies to 
the privateers in England during this time – for instance Henry Morgan, who was honored for his 
work at sea.  Furthermore, the piracy was a huge source in England at the time which made it 
interesting for the government exactly as seen in Somalia today.  
In England, the society was divided into separate classes as well. What we learned from the 
situation in Somalia was that pirates is superior to the ordinary man – they are simply seen as 
more important people; people you strive to be. This status was the same in England where 
people wanted to explore life at sea, and saw the pirates as great contributors to the society. In 
both situations, pirates are seen as noble men working hard to support both the country and the 
society.  
Somalia is obviously in a tough condition with a huge difference in social rank – and especially 
what is available in the different classes. We know that the upper class in England had nice 
furniture and lived in brick houses, whereas the poor might live in a house made of wood and in 
poor condition. Again comparisons can be drawn to the situation in Somalia, where the richer 
people have access to for instance a decent house, or even a SUV. Furthermore, a large part of 
their diet consist of fishes and what they are able to get their hands on – in England the upper 
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class had access to food such as meat and exotic fruit, whereas the lower class had to resign 
themselves with bread or questionable vegetables whit a risk of making them ill.  
Another very interesting aspect of these two periods is the female situation. As already described, 
women in Somalia plays an important role in the daily life. With them handling the finances, house 
holding, herding and farming you clearly see their contribution to the society and family. It is easy 
to believe that women in England during 17th century were forgotten behind the male dominated 
piracy, but though piracy was a huge part of the society and daily life, women played their part as 
well.  
Like women in Somalia, women in England were aware that the husband had the biggest vote 
when making decisions. This did not make them irrelevant though. Women had to be able to 
medicate potential ill family members, which obviously are a huge task with diseases being a 
repeating problem. As discovered when investigating the situation in Somalia, women had to 
handle the financial aspect – in England the same applies to their women who had to able to 
handle the business. Though the husband was the supervisor of this task as well, women 
controlled the business when he was away – which obviously was quite a lotxlix. 
3.1.3 Is privateering still a modern trend in piracy? 
As a result of the Spanish Succession War, which lasted from 1701-1713, there was an increasing 
number of letters of marque which were given to privateers, whom were lawful pirates, by the 
British crown. The government policy was semi-legal, and it allowed the British privateers to 
legally attack and claim Spanish and French goods. However, they had to send back an amount of 
the goods and cargo to the crown. It was not only the British Empire who used privateers, because 
both the French and Portuguese were using them, and the common enemy was Spainl. The 
ongoing conflict between France, England and Spain created and provided great employment 
opportunities for the privateers as they made a profitable business by disrupting the Triangular 
Transatlantic slave route, which traded goods and weapons to Africa in exchange for slaves. These 
slaves were sold and afterwards, merchants could use the profits and return to Europe with 
natural resources such as tobacco, cocoa, rum and sugar.  
The reason why the empires used privateers instead of their own fleet was merely because of 
economic reasons. The cost it took to maintain a navy was beyond the budget in the 16th and 17th 
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centuries. In order to restore and withhold the economy to a descent amount, the empires would 
be given a letter of marque to their privately owned navy, and a commission to legally allow 
specific vessels to attack other ships. The ships were allowed to operate and attack independently 
or in a fleet, depending on the captain’s choice. When the Spanish Succession war (also known as 
Queen Anne’s war) was over in 1713, a lot of the British privateers found a different use of their 
skills, which was actual piracy, and now they did not have to share their loot with the crown, so 
they could keep 100 %. Piracy really flourished in the period of 1620-1720, and the empires’ use of 
privateers have been a major development, and a big part in the ‘’Golden Age of Piracy’’. Many 
pirates, privateers, buccaneers, and corsairs had served on a merchant or a naval ship before 
turning to piracy, because the life as a pirate appeared more attractive, as they were independent 
of national laws, and the goods and loot they captured were shared out equally.  When the 
merchant or naval ships were attacked and captured, the pirate captain would ask for volunteers 
to serve under him, and many would do so, because the life on a merchant ship was harsh and the 
conditions were awful.  
Piracy in Somalia has developed for several reasons. One the reasons are that local elites and 
communities support and protect the pirates, because of the bad economy, and their lack of 
income. The EU, US and China have all sent ships to Somalia, in order to keep the shipping line 
routes safe, but without any luck. Since the piracy in Somalia peaked, a couple of years ago, the 
pirates have captured about 700 crewmembers, and more than 30 ships. The World Bank has 
estimated the pirates of Somalia have earned more than 400 million dollars in ransom money, in 
the period between 2005 and 2012. One of the other reasons are that warlords, religious groups 
and clans have been fighting for control over the country since the fall of long serving former 
military dictator Siad Barre in 1991. The leaders of the religious groups and clans have been 
protecting the pirates, because they need extra funds and money to strengthen their political 
ambitions. The local communities support piracy, because there is not an alternative incomeli.   
The constant battle for the control over the country between the warlords, religious groups and 
clans has helped developing the piracy in Somalia. They support and protect the pirates in 
exchange for money, so they can enforce their political ambitions. The use of pirates in Somalia, 
and the use of pirates in the golden age can easily be compared. The empires in the golden age 
hired privateers for the expansion of their empire and the use of pirates in Somalia is also for 
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political reasons and gains. The Somali pirates are hired by the warlords, religious groups or the 
clans, to attack enemy ships. The pirates have to share some of the ransom money and the deal 
between them is the same, which was between the empires and the privateers. There is an 
ongoing battle in Somalia, which develops and supports the pirates; also they are hired as 
privateers just like in the golden age. 
The reasons for becoming a pirate today have not changed, compared to the golden age. The life 
and economy was hard in the golden age of piracy, as it is, in Somalia. They choose to become 
pirates because of the potential for a higher income. In the golden age there were no official 
international sea laws, as there are today. Even with modern day laws, pirates still do not abide 
the laws and therefore they get a sensation of freedom. This kind of romanticizes the life of a 
pirate in imaginative ideals. 
3.1.4 Differences in the cultural and historical impact the two periods have 
Even if it is too early to make this statement, we can already assume that piracy as we know it 
today, will never have the same historical and cultural impact that piracy in the Golden age had, 
and we can find many explanations for this case.    
First of all, the Golden age was a period of discoveries and historical transitions. European 
explorers discovered new territories, consequently developing a new civilization in these lands, 
with immigrants and slaves whom build the foundations of modern societies. The best example of 
this phenomenon is of course the United States of America. Today is a different story, as every 
part of the world is now accessible to human knowledge and, for the most part, are settled and 
inhabited by humans. Piracy in Somalia is mostly happening on the coast of this country and in the 
area of the Gulf of Aden, between the Red sea and the Indian Ocean. Because of these 
geographical limitations, their possibilities are more restrained than pirates in the 17th century 
experienced. Therefore, their impact on the world’s history is more limited. 
Back in the 1600s, the technology was also, of course, far from what we have today. The 
digitalization of information and communications in the 21th century makes it extremely fast and 
effective to take quick decisions and actions. Back in the day, when pirates or privateers from 
England took off to the sea, they knew that the journey would be long and could not communicate 
effectively to their homes or on land superiors. Therefore, if they were in trouble, they could not 
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have the luxury of external help. This made the pirates life much easier, as cargos and ships with 
resources were pretty much left on their own. Pirate ships were made for quick and powerful 
combats at sea and had an advantage against loaded ships mostly built for transport and trade. 
Compared to today, where any ship has the possibility to communicate with almost anybody 
around the globe, piracy actions are more risky and has to happen very quickly to be successful. 
Communications are in way the modern anti-piracy weapon. 
Speaking of communications and historical changes between the 17th century and today, one of 
the related and quite significant changes we see nowadays, is the evolution of international 
relations. Back in the later part of the Renaissance, wars and battles for wealth and territories 
were parts of the daily life of several countries in Europe. England had internal issues, with a civil 
war in the 1640s, and conflicts against France (another common thing), the Dutch and Spain for 
example. Spain had succession issues regarding the monarchy and were losing land to France and 
England (in the West Indies), while dealing with conflicts over the sovereignty of Portugal. Piracy 
then was not considered a main issue, because it was only one of the many problems the empires 
and countries face at the time. Pirates and privateers had more freedom and less fear of 
punishment or consequences for their actions. Our world is currently more stable (even if it can be 
up to debate in some cases) due to international actions after two devastating wars; World War I 
and World War II, which decimated countries or civilizations. Peace was the goal and was achieved 
in a certain way, thanks to the creation of organizations such as the United Nations (UN) and the 
European Union, which were intergovernmental organizations promoting international 
cooperation and unity. Due to the evolution of weapons of mass destruction and lack of territory 
conquest opportunities, societies around the globe decided to settle for agreements facilitating 
collaboration and partnerships. Piracy in the 21st century is directly affected by those agreements, 
because countries have agreed to collaborate on issues concerning the different parties. 
Moreover, since those pirates do not really target a single country but just the best opportunity 
for them, we have several countries that have their citizens facing piracy. Find example 
One of the direct consequences of this huge increase in international collaborations is the fact that 
pirates needs to be more discrete and try more actions under the radar. The reason is simple. If 
they are recognized and labeled as pirates by several governments, they are much easier to catch 
and the already high risks are then even higher. Therefore, there is no real key figure or symbol in 
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modern piracy. For example, piracy in the Golden Age had some well know symbols such as the 
Jolly Roger flag, and some key figures, who had a reputation and an influence on history. John 
Hawkins and Francis Drake in the late 1500s were some of the first Englishmen to enter the slave 
trading market and sell their merchandise in the West Indies, while taking considerable actions 
against Spain, such as Drake’s voyage in South America and around the globe, plundering Spanish 
ships and ports on his way. Henry Morgan was one of the most successful privateers in history and 
helped under the conquest of Jamaica, and also known nowadays as the symbol of the rum brand 
Captain Morgan. Edward Teach, known as Blackbeard, is one of the most well-known outlaw in 
history, due to his trademark beard and intimidating personality. They represent piracy even today 
and have a cultural impact modern Somalia pirates will never have in the future. 
To sum up this part, we have determined that today’s piracy, because of the evolution of 
international relations and technology cannot have a cultural and historical impact close to pirates 
3 to 400 years ago. Golden Age pirates had the luxury of living in a world of war and based on their 
countries own interest, and could take advantage of it. Nowadays, the increase of technology and 
the proximity countries have with each other on a political standpoint limits the power of pirates 
and increases the risks for piracy actions. Therefore, most of them are mostly going under the 
radar instead of establishing a reputation that could negate their possibilities of actions. All of 
these factors together cannot permit the Somali pirates to have the same cultural influence that 
the Golden Age pirates ended up having. 
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4. Method and Source analysis 
 
4.1 Method  
Our areas of study used in this covers historical theory, in this case, social and cultural history. By 
looking at the social history, we are focusing on emphasizing the social, economic and cultural 
institutions of a certain people, for instance education, work, media and what not. It is a branch of 
the history methods that is useful, to help us get an idea of what the social structures were like in 
the Golden Age and by doing so, we can look at Somali society with the same parameters in mind. 
It will also give us an idea of how different groups of people interacted in their respectful societies.  
The cultural history is another branch that deals with the civilization and historical event that 
could have affected the cultural development of it. It revolves around the idea of an event or 
phenomenon can impact social class, nationality, ideologies and other cultural factors.  By using 
this, in conjunction with the social method, we can compare the two and look for changes in their 
economics, social structure etc. in order to see if there are any similarities or differences and then 
draw a conclusion based on the information we gather.  
Since we are gathering historical information, it is important to keep source criticism in mind. 
Source criticism is a scientific method, used to define the credibility of an information source. The 
main objective here is to identify the source and interpret its intentions and thereby establishing 
whether the source can be used to find the answers you are a looking for or if it is untrustworthy. 
When trying to compare two societies, in our case "the Golden Age" with that off Somalia, it is 
crucial to have credible sources in order to you to undergo a proper research, which will now be 
elaborated in the following chapter. 
4.2 Source analysis 
In our project, we operate, as mentioned, with two different eras or ages if you will; The Golden 
Age of Piracy and the modern version of piracy.  Having two angles on the subject enables us to 
have two sorts of sources – second hand and first hand. When we gather the information for our 
analysis on the Golden Age of Piracy, we mostly resort to books or websites that have their 
information from books, therefore making it second hand sources. Information that arrives 
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directly from sources and does not, in any shape or form, go through any of tampering will 
automatically appear more trustworthy and credible - yet, it does not have to be. In our case, we 
have gathered a lot of information through books documenting the Golden Age and the fact that 
an author has taken time to sit down and write an actual book makes it more credible than the 
first three pages we find on Google. There is, of course, always an incentive and nothing is 
completely objective considering the sources that write. For instance, a pirate would have 
different view on piracy than a journalist. And even though journalists nowadays are held to an 
incredibly high standard of giving an objective view on a particular subject, opinions almost always 
finds a way to factor in. 
While researching The Golden Age of Piracy, we dealt exclusively with second hand sources 
because information gathered in that time would have to be passed on. Speaking on the matter of 
journalism, we will have to assume that documentation of events in the 1700s was neither as 
thorough nor precise as it is today, because of the lack of helicopters, cameras, computers, the 
internet and what not. This affects the authenticity of the information gathered, but at the same 
time enables it, due to the very detailed information we derived from it. It takes more effort to 
compose a book of information, especially at that time period, than to add a twenty-line post to a 
blog, where every person with access to the internet will be able to tamper with it. That is why we 
considered the sources we used and analyzed the information before applying it to our project. 
We also refrained from using paper articles as much as possible. Newspapers usually represent the 
region, in which it is sold in. Also a paper production always targets a particular demographic or 
segment, which makes it, colored in one way or another. Purchasable information is on one side 
reliable because the supplier will have to provide legitimate information in order for the customer 
to continue to purchase it. On the other hand, purchasable information have a tendency to leave 
facts out of a situation to increase the intensity of a story, making it more consumer friendly and 
more easily sold. Especially in the golden age where stories of particular pirates roamed the seas 
or even piracy acts in general, there would have to go some facts undocumented or some facts 
even conjured. Of course, this is when we analyze the stories and mention that they could be just 
that – stories. This may not grant us specific information but it will show us how people perceived 
pirates in general, which is information in itself. Movies such as “Pirates of the Caribbean” that are 
created and scripted off of pirate legends and various stories show us how some facts are added 
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and subtracted. While names of identities may be real, the actions shown or described in certain 
media may be false to create viewer or reader value. In cases where the information is 
questionable both in modern times as well as in the Golden Age, one must assert why the 
information is even given in the first place. Why was it created and whom does it regard. This is 
why it is simply impossible, using fictional movies to extract factual information. 
When it comes to the modern piracy, the information is everywhere and easily accessible. As 
mentioned above, the Golden Age of Piracy lacked computers, internet, helicopters etc. that made 
it harder to document information as thoroughly as today. But back then, the media did not affect 
incentives as much as it does today, if at all. So now we have another problem; tampering with 
information and the source of it. What is caught on camera is usually indisputable evidence of 
actual and credible information. Unless of course it is used as propaganda, in which case one will 
have to address how and for what purpose. It is not always easy to spot well-made propaganda, 
which is the point. As the world evolves, there is also an increased political angle to subjects and 
piracy is no exception. For instance, the regions surrounding Somalia will have a tendency to cover 
up acts of piracy to not lose trading routes or business relations, even though the problem is well 
known, and is being addressed by several international organizations. Therefore, if we gather our 
information from said organizations whose purpose is to protect people and save lives the 
authenticity should be sound. Of course, there is always an angle that will have to be taken into 
account when the information is analyzed.  
Overall, we have trusted our second hand sources a little more than the first hand ones due to the 
fact that it mostly comes from actual historical books and that the information found on the 
internet match it. Additionally the information given also originates from sources which has been 
analyzed and not just ‘he say she say’ situations, whereas our first hand and modern sources 
encounters mostly are internet pages and some of it questionable and affected by media in some 
way or another. Of course, we would not use a questionable source without first addressing its 
origin and analyzing it completely. 
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5. Conclusion 
 
Piracy has been a part of world history for around 500 years, just as all other forms of crimes men 
have experienced. Piracy is a particular form of crime, because of the way it developed with the 
discoveries of new territories and opportunities. These opportunities were taken by European 
powers such as Spain, Portugal and then England because of the economic, influential and empire 
growth potential these territories represented. After invading and settling in the New World, 
known today as the Americas and Caribbean, they started to expand their cultural and territorial 
influence by creating new societies and cities, and in the middle of the 16th century, imported 
slaves from Africa to construct these cities and put the plans to work. This was called the 
Triangular Trade, because the trade was made in a triangle between Africa, the Caribbean and 
Europe. Slaves were imported from Africa (mostly western Africa) to the New World, the New 
World were trading goods such as gold, rum or cotton to Europe, whom were trading 
manufactured goods or rum to Africa.  
This was a very profitable trade for the colonizers and a period of power for Spain most notably, 
having of the biggest empires in world history at the time and newfound wealth thanks to the new 
products acquired with this Trade system. However, England and its queen Elizabeth the 1st, 
whom were not very active in the colonization process at the time, decided to take actions to limit  
Spain’s monopoly in this triangular trade because of the repercussions it could have back in 
Europe, and the growing power of the Spanish pushed her to take decision toward this trade 
monopoly. She sent John Hawkins, and his cousin Francis Drake, to Africa and the Carribean, with 
the task of disturbing the monopoly and gain profits from their actions, no matter what these 
actions were. They hijacked Portuguese and Spanish ships to steal their merchandise (slaves for 
examples) or trade slaves from the Western Africa to Spanish new territories in need of 
manpower. They managed to negotiate with Spanish governors and managed to make great 
profits, until a Spanish fleet destroyed theirs, and they fled back to England, with Drake willing to 
take revenge against his nemesis. He was then hired on a mission from Queen Elizabeth with a 
simple goal: disturb Spanish ports and ships as much as possible. He is one of the first to legally 
take piracy actions, becoming one of the first privateer at the time, and his knighthood by the 
same queen gave him a special and quite controversial status in English history.  
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His very successful and profitable voyage around the world and the Americas sparked the 
reemergence of England as an empire and started a piracy and privateering trend, eventually 
reaching was is called The Golden Age of piracy around the 1620s. It started an era of piracy all 
across the Caribbean for approximately a century and saw some nowadays famous figures 
emerge, such as Henry Morgan, Calico Jack (also called Rackham the red, which inspired a famous 
Tintin cartoon) and Edward Teach, famously know as Blackbeard. 
Nowadays, piracy is still in place in some part of the world, most famously in Somalia, on the 
eastern African coast. The geographical location of the country, located right at the entrance of 
the Red sea and the Indian Ocean, gives pirates many opportunities, since the commercial traffic 
there is one of the most important in the world, as it is a direct link between Europe and Asia, 
thanks to the Suez Canal. When analyzing this form of modern piracy, we see the differences but 
also the common points it has with piracy in the Golden Age. Pirates still need to attack fast and 
effectively, as speed is their best ally in this situation, but the main difference is the nature of the 
treasure. 400 years ago, gold and silver aboard the ships were the prize but today, it is the crew of 
the merchandising ships, who represent the greatest value to pirates. They have developed a 
ransom culture, giving them the ability to receive high prices by attacking just once, without much 
physical risks (the death ratio of pirates today is much lower than in the Golden Age, where 
canons were not necessarily the greatest peacemaker).  
The reasons and motives behind piracy today is mostly the same as 400 years ago: Wealth, 
freedom and the style of life. The main goal for the pirates is always about the money and 
valuables they could amass, and the legendary lifestyle of being part of a crew or a group with 
such freedom. However, back in the 16th century, pirates were also used for political reasons as 
privateers to sabotage other countries trade or influence in a part of the world.  
Today, the world is globally united around different international organizations such as the United 
Nations or the European Union, and there is no more political conflicts of the magnitude of the 
17th century for instance. The civil war in Somalia in the early 1990s increased the number of 
people turning to piracy, due to the disorganized situation in the country at the time, which 
actually has continued since, as the governmental situation there still struggles to settle.  
However, the technological and political evolution we have today compared to the Golden Age of 
piracy, can explain the decline of piracy around the world. No new territories can be discovered or 
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conquered and communications strengthen the position of the boats carrying valuables and 
merchandise, as they can alert others or call for help in seconds, a privilege merchants did not 
enjoy in the 1600s. Therefore, piracy actions are more limited and risky, and even though there 
still are attacks and hostages are the new gold coins pirates aim for, the range and possibilities are 
considerably reduced today. This is also on explanation on why piracy today does not have the 
same impact or will not have the same impact in the near future as Golden Age piracy has. We 
have today idolized or made icons out of some of these outlaws and their intriguing stories. Kids 
today picture pirates with a wooden leg, an eye patch, with long black hair and beard, a parrot on 
the shoulder and a life close to what Jack Sparrow experiences in the movies “Pirates of the 
Caribbean”. The most famous movie about pirates in Somalia today is “Captain Phillips”, based on 
real events, where a captain from a container ship is captured by Somali pirates wanting a ransom 
for him and the ship.  
This is not the kind of movie that romanticizes life as a pirate, especially the part where the leader 
of the pirate group is arrested and sentenced to 33 years in jail. This more realistic movie can be 
used as an example of the interpretation of piracy today by modern society, where Somali pirates 
are just men with bad intentions and too much “qhat” on their hands. Still, pirates in the past 
were notorious for not going easy on the rum, which was the main cause of the death of one the 
key figures of piracy at the time, Bartholomew Roberts, as his crew were too drunk to manage the 
ship and could not escape from the Royal Navy. So even though pirates are very much alike, no 
matter the time period they belong to, the differentiation of perception between them all is 
obvious and can be explained by the fact, that information and news are much more widespread 
today and are directly issued to the people around the world with an internet connection or a TV 
signal. Word of mouth was the only way to determine what actions pirates took in the sea and can 
very easily be deformed as it passes on from people to people. The historical significance Golden 
Age pirates had, influencing colonization and trade during a time of great international changes, is 
much more important than the influences Somali pirates will ever have, and therefore, can explain 
their diverse impact on society. 
This raises one question on what is the future of piracy. Internet piracy is one of the most 
widespread crime in the world, with continuous example of this phenomenon this last few years. 
But the combination of technology through the internet and also space travels can very possibly 
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lead to a new kind of piracy out of the Earth’s atmosphere. It will probably not be the case in the 
21st century but we can certainly predict the possibility of space piracy to be the next phase and 
probably a greater historical influence in the world’s future. Only time will tell us if this will be the 
case.  
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7. Progression Course 
 
Our project work has been a rollercoaster ride with ups and downs. It has been hard work from 
the very beginning. At first, there was the question of the problem formulation, which started out 
more subject-oriented. The problem formulation did not contain a research question, but was 
merely a shared interest of the subject. This meant that the collecting of materials was postponed 
quiet a lot, since we did not have any questions and therefore could not start to look for an 
answer. This resulted in unnecessary reading. Eventually we settled on a problem formulation, by 
asking ourselves what kind of problems you could find, relevant to our project. All in all, our 
project covers the principles of exemplary learning quiet well, since we are working with two 
specific examples in order to learn about the general issue. Regarding the material search, our 
supervisor helped with that, and provided us with some excellent books on our subject that has 
been used since. Primarily, we have used books in our project, until we reached the part of 
Somalia today. Since the topic is still rather new, the amount of books written on it is far from 
astonishing. Because of that, we decided to use articles and documentaries, which turned out 
great. We had a case study, with a documentary on piracy in modern Somalia, that was directly 
linked to the topic of our research and its analysis and interpretation strengthened our position on 
this particular subject.  
Our first group meetings was, at first, not so productive. They were poorly organized and was 
mostly brainstorming and throwing out ideas on how to approach the subject. We lacked a certain 
discipline and structure to get started on the writing process, raising questions leading to the 
topics we needed to address. Therefore, at the first seminar, we realized that we were somewhat 
behind schedule, and decided to have more group meetings. Our theme, which was piracy, is a 
very broad topic, and the opponent group helped us determine which direction to take and what 
we needed to emphasize on. We also noticed that the other group had a better organization and a 
much clearer agenda, and as we, as a consequence of that, took the matter in our hands by 
establishing a better plan for the future of our project.  
However, when the time for the midterm seminar arrived, even though we made more progress, 
we still struggled finding a good starting point and a problem formulation. We hoped that the 
opponent group and the supervisors could help and guide us a bit more, so we could have more 
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concrete and to the point meetings. The feedback we received that day from the opponent group 
helped us narrow down our area of study and we decided that the two dimensions we had initially 
chosen was a bit far stretch, when compared to our progress and timeframe of the project. 
Instead of going with both Text and Sign and History and Culture, we decided to go with one, 
History and Culture. This started a new problem. Since the History and Culture course is not until 
next semester, we were confused on which theories we should go with. In order to clear this up, 
we met up with our supervisor. When we asked which theories to use, we did not receive a simple 
answer, but were instead confronted with different theories that should peak our interest. 
Afterwards we were able to use these theories as guidelines for our research and writing. Giving 
feedback was also a great exercise for us, to see how we could give positive critics to a group and 
have an external view on how another group handled their tasks and problems. At the end of the 
day, we felt like some of the points we expressed to them, also applied, in some degree, to us.  
We have tried to maintain a good relationship with our supervisor throughout the project, using 
him as much as we can. Every time we encountered a problem we could not handle ourselves, we 
contacted our supervisor, either by email correspondence or by arranging a meeting with him. Our 
supervisor has definitely helped us a lot, by suggesting things and guiding us towards our goal.  
At this point, our entire group had writers block and we did not know what to do. In order to get 
past it, each member of the group was given a topic inside our field of study, and was told to write 
4 pages over the weekend. Here we turned to problem-centered interdisciplinary work, which 
helped us choose the methods and empirical content of the problem area. The research problem, 
in our case the pirate society, guided us towards further research, comparison of the past and 
present society, our object of study. This helped us get going, but in order to keep track of what 
had been written we decided that after each "writing session", the group were to meet up and 
read what each member had written, give feedback and suggestions on things that should be 
added, altered or subtracted. We found this method useful and chose to stick with it. From there 
and on, we made a work plan for each week with an agenda for each day.  
At this point, we were still somewhat behind schedule, and decided to meet up each day, unless 
too many members could not make it due to for instance work, which then became 
writing/brainstorming/research days, depending on what was needed at the time. When we first 
assessed the resources of the group, we looked at it with positive eyes, since we figured that 
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dividing the project would be easy. At first it was, but when entering some of the late stages of the 
project, we found it hard to keep handing out tasks. It was difficult to find a structure, but we 
conquered that obstacle by sitting down and reflecting on what we already had, and what we 
needed to extend the projects reach into the field of study. Our ideal of equality has been fairly 
balanced throughout the entire project. If someone did not get anything to write, they would 
instead be given a different task, for example editing some of our already written material, or 
revising some of our old works. No matter what, whenever a group meeting was adjourned, every 
single member would have a specific task for the next meet up, whether is was writing, finding 
material, or edit some of the previous work already on paper. In general, our project management 
was poor at first, it is clear that we could have organized the meetings and agenda a lot better, but 
after the seminar we pulled ourselves together and with help from the supervisors and the 
feedback, we got back on the right track.  
Generally, there have not been that many conflicts in our group, at least not amongst the 
members. There have been some personal problems, although did not turn out to be problematic 
since they were identified very early. The group has been very understanding when facing 
personal problems and excellent at knowing how to tackle them. Everything was not perfect 
though, as nothing really is. We started as a seven man’s group, all men in it, before a girl joined us 
for a brief period, but decided to drop out a month into the semester. The fact that we were all 
young men without much group work or study experiences besides high school made it harder for 
us to adapt to the requirements and skills a 70 paper needs. We could certainly have used a 
woman’s touch, with more structure discipline, because young football fans do not necessarily 
possess that ability. Our similar personalities were beneficial regarding the groups’ social relations, 
but the lack of conflict in our group affected our critical standpoints. A group should have social 
relations, but there needs to be some friction in order for the group to work efficiently, 
maintaining a critical overview and being able to reject proposals, and thereby, move forward in a 
more productive manner. We can also mention that we all, except for one member, were Danes 
and therefore possessed quite the same mentality. 
 We could probably have had different points of view and influence from persons coming from 
other parts of the world and a different background. In addition, we also had a geographical 
advantage with most of the group members living in greater Copenhagen. This allowed us to have 
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meetings almost every workday of the week and with only few minor complications. It is a popular 
technique for a group to gather at a vacation house at the end of the assignment period, to iron 
out all of the details, mistakes and finish off the project. We did not have to do this, and we met 
up in various locations throughout Copenhagen instead. This seemingly was an advantage to us, 
but as we conferred with other groups, they let us know that the “vacation house” technique had 
paid off in a big way and that it had been very effective. The problem with our way of meeting up 
consisted mostly in the locations; sometimes we met at different members apartments, 
sometimes at different coffee shops. Depending on the location, the conditions of the workspace 
varied immensely. Some of the public places we used, lacked proper internet connection or was 
faulty and some of them did not make for the best work environment.  
We could have organized the entire project more efficiently, both in the structure of the project 
part and the project management. Overall, we are all very pleased with the result of our work, 
considering the terms and timeframe we forced ourselves to work with. We also discussed that, if 
we had begun our work at an earlier stage, we might have been able to add additional content. 
For instance, we talked about doing a survey and some interviews with the Icelandic piracy party, 
but due to our late start and the Icelandic girl in our group dropping out, we decided to down 
prioritize this particular point and focus on another part of our project. To summarize, we are 
pleased with our project, but we could have used our time better, and certainly hope to do so next 
semester. 
